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BY 
DAVID 
B1EDERMAN 


Rebecca Muller still finds it sur- 
prising that she has spent the last 
ten years helping the homeless 
population in Northampton. 

‘| came of age in the late 60's with a 
strong sense of economic justice, and this 
is the face that it has taken,” said Muller, 
who is the director of shelter and hous- 
ing services for ServiceNet Inc., the 
Northampton-based agency that provides 
mental health, housing and sheltering ser- 
vices for homeless residents of 
Hampshire and Franklin counties. “I fell 
into this work and it still surprises me. | 
really enjoy working with communities, 
the sense of vision, building something 
out of nothing. There is tremendous 
potential for change on the local level.” 

Muller is one of three women who 
together guide most of the efforts to aid 
Northampton’s homeless population. The 
other two are Cathy Bennett, head of 
family services for the Springfield-based 
Ben SPENCER me for Human Development, which 
ever) uns Jessie’s House in Northampton, and 
Peg Keller, who is the City’s housing and 
community development planner. 
Together the three women, with scant resources but boundless energy and commitment, oversee a diverse homeless 
population that, with welfare “reform” just kicking in, could be on the verge of explosive growth. 

Northampton needs more people like Muller, Keller and Bennett. On any given night, said Muller, the home- 
less population in shelters and on City streets is between 150 and 200 people. That number includes individuals and 
family members; Muller said that the City’s homeless network has to turn away close to 700 family members each 
year because there are accommodations for only 20 families in City shelters. Compounding the problem is the fact 
that, though there is some government assistance for homeless families, there are no programs for homeless individu- 
als. There is, for instance, no year-round program for homeless individuals in Franklin County. 

ServiceNet is one of several Northampton agencies that in 1997 joined with other human service agencies in 
Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin counties to form the Three County Continuum of Care. The Program’s goal is to 
design and implement a strategy to address homelessness in the region. Muller said that the term “continuum” refers 
to a recognition that the homeless problem has depths and dimensions that require a diversity of services for differ- 
ent homeless populations, and to a strategy of sharing information and coordinating programs among the ten or so 
agencies in the City that serve the homeless. 

“There are two different ways to think about homelessness,” said Muller. “In an economically-based homeless 
scenario a person has had a job and a history of housing. They have probably been a member of the working poor 
and have fallen into bad times. All it takes is a series of unfortunate situations.” 

Muller said that a common scenario might involve a divorce where one party loses their means of trans- 
portation, which places their job at risk. Another scenario could involve two parents who are each working several 
minimum wage jobs — most of which offer no benefits or health insurance — and have a child with extensive and 
costly health care needs. 


“That could push a couple over the edge,” said 
Muller. “Now they are not just struggling for food and 
shelter but for their child as well.” 

Other homeless persons have mental health 
issues or substance abuse problems. ServiceNet has a cri- 


sis intervention team that can respond to situations involv- 
ing the mentally ill and staff members of city shelters often 


make referrals to other mental health agencies. “A large 
majority of the homeless grew up in the foster care sys- 
tem and started adulthood with fewer skills than people 
born into a more privileged environment,” said Muller. 
“They would not have much experience with jobs. 
Literacy is also an issue, plus in a system where there is 
very little self-determination a kind of dependency has 
been fostered.” 

Compounding the situation is the extraordinary 


emotional suffering that is often associated with homeless- 


ness. The stigma of being forced to turn to an agency for 
shelter is almost inconceivable to those who are better 
off. 

“It blows your self-esteem totally,” said Muller. 
“People are very resourceful and the last thing they want 


to do is take a handout. They have to live with people they 


didn't choose to live with and that can be overwhelming. 
What happens instead is that they double up with friends 
or family members for months and that keeps them in a 
crisis situation. You burn your bridges and lose your 
healthy, natural support system. The longer people live in 
limbo the more challenges it stimulates.” 

Back in the 80's ServiceNet was primarily con- 
cerned with finding housing or care facilities for patients 
who were displaced from the Northampton State hospital. 


Muller said that over the last ten years that focus has grad- 


ually shifted to providing the continuum of care that is 
now the guiding principle of service agencies in the region. 
Muller said that providing such a continuum in a rural 
region like Western 
Massachusetts is far 
more difficult than 
doing it in a high den- 
sity, urban environ- 
ment. 


Northampton is 
one of the 
leading lights 

in Massachusetts, if 
not the nation, in 
making a commit- 
ment to aid the 
homeless and pro- 
vide affordable hous- 
ing. Muller, Bennett 
and Keller all praise 
Mayor Mary Ford 
for providing staff 
and funds; the City 
has an extensive, 
though chronically 
under-funded, net- 
work of homeless 
facilities and services 
in comparison with 
other communities, 


which often do nothing. 

There are four emergency sheltering facilities in 
the City: the Grove Street Inn, the Emergency Shelter 
Cot Program, Jessie's House and Necessities/ 
Necesidades, a shelter for battered women and their 
children. There are a total of 47 emergency shelter beds 
in the City. 

The Grove Street Inn, the only shelter for 
homeless individuals in Hampshire County, is located on 
the grounds of the former Northampton State Hospital. 
It has 20 beds for men and women and serves two 
meals daily. The average stay is 90 days. Close to 70 
people are on the waiting list for beds at the Inn, which 
accommodates about 200 people annually. Grove Street 
gets no Federal funds and receives around $25,000 from 
the City from various State and Federal grants; the rest 
of it’s $200,000 annual operating budget is made up 
through other grants, local fund raising efforts and vol- 
unteer support. 

The Emergency Shelter Cot Program was 
founded in 1994 to address overcrowding at the Grove 
Street Inn. Peg Keller, in her capacity as City Housing 
Program Coordinator, facilitated the meetings that 
brought the parties together to create the program. 

Temporarily housed in The Interfaith Emergency 
Shelter on Hawley Street, the Cot Program shuffled peo- 
ple from one church basement to another on a nightly 
basis from 1994 until last year, when it moved to semi- 
permanent quarters on Hawley Street. Muller said that 
32 Northampton houses of worship, of all denomina- 
tions, opened their doors to the homeless during that 
three-year span. 

The facility is run with the assistance of over 
300 volunteers. Muller said the bi-weekly meetings of 
the program's operations management team run at a fre- 
netic pace; one woman takes care of scheduling, another 
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coordinates supplies, another oversees maintenance of 
the building. Hundreds of volunteers, many of them 
elderly, help with transportation and numerous other 
needs that always arise. 

The Hawley Street facility is operated by 
ServiceNet and receives a small grant from the City. It 
provides meals and lodging to between 10 or [5 nightly 
guests. Muller said that between three and six people are 
turned away nightly from Hawley Street; those people are 
sometimes given bus vouchers to a facility in Westfield or 
are referred to a ServiceNet shelter in Turners Falls. 
Sometimes they can find beds in one of the transitional 
housing facilities in Northampton (noted below). 

A small group of neighborhood residents vehe- 
mently objected to the placement of a shelter in their 
neighborhood. “The community felt there was a dispro- 
portionate number of programs in their neighborhood,” 
said Muller. “Everyone is worried it will change the com- 
plexion and quality of life in their neighborhood. Once in 
a while someone will get confused and knock on a resi- 
dent's door. Is that a problem? | don’t know. The police 
keep data and we found that there was no increase in 
crime or in incidents that could be attached to the shel- 


Muller said that Hawley Street does not have 
the capacity to serve the number of people that need 
assistance, but that after looking at over 70 sites it was 
the best they could find. Another site behind the City 
landfill on Hatfield Street was considered but also met 
with vociferous local opposition. 

“Because the site would have involved 
new construction there were legal ways they could have 
tied us up for this fall, so we won't go back to Hatfield 
Street,’ said Muller. ““Wherever you go there will be anxi- 
ety by immediate neighbors.” 


Jessie’s House, located on West Street near the 
former National Felt Factory, can accommodate five fam- 
ilies, two single men and two single women. Guests can 
stay 90 days or until they find permanent housing. 
Around 19 families and 12 individuals were given shelter 
in 1996, but over 565 requests for shelter and services 
are received annually. 

Jessie’s House is able to provide guests 
with education and skills training, G.E.D. preparation, [2- 
step programs, counseling and other services. The pro- 
gram receives around $5000 annually from the City but 
must rely on grants and private fundraising to meet its 
annual budget of close to $200,000. 

Cathy Bennett, who runs 
Jessie’s House for the CHD, said that the 
program is facing a deficit for the first 
time since opening its doors in 1983. 
For one thing, the abolition of 
Hampshire County as a political entity 
| meant the loss of $7,000 in operating 
funds. Bennett said Jessie’s House is in 
the tenth year of a five year contract 
} with the State, and while they have 
received minuscule increases in funding 
for staff, have not had a budget increase 
for rent, utilities and the like for at least 
nine years. ; 

“This year marks the first time 
we cannot cover our costs,” said 
Bennett. “It is very difficult. We are the 
only safety net and we are so underfund- 
ed that we can barely survive.” 

In addition to the emergency 
shelters, Northampton has an SRO (sin- 
gle room occupancy) Outreach Project 
that provides case management services 
to residents of the 15 buildings in the 
City that contain SRO units. The 
Project gets $12,000 in operating funds 
from the City. SRO case workers, 
including a part-time coordinator, volun- 
teers and interns from the Smith College 
of Social Work, link tenants with State 
and Federal benefit programs, counseling 
and support services, skills and training 
programs and medical and mental health 
resources. The SRO Project is run by 
the Center for Human Development in 
Springfield. 

There are also a total of 176 
transitional beds in Northampton avail- 
able to special segments of the homeless 
population such as veterans or people 


with mental illnesses. The Veteran's Services of 


America operates an 80-bed facility on the grounds of’ Muller, Bennett and Keller all have concerns 

the VA medical Center in Leeds. In transitional pro- about recently enacted State and Federal welfare-reform 

grams guests must contribute 30% of their income to provisions that cut off benefits to individuals and families; 

rent; at the VA facility 85% of the guests are employed. they are afraid it could cause explosive growth in the 

The average stay is 68 days. Other transitional housing homeless population nationally and locally. 

programs in the City include the Florence Inn, the “! think we are on the brink of the unknown,” 

Valley Inn, Hariston House, the Honor Court and the said Muller. “The last day of November was the deadline 

Alliance for Sober Living. for the first group of people scheduled to get their welfare 
The Hampshire Community Action benefits cut. There are some 40 families in Franklin 

Commission runs a Housing Services Program that County that are at risk of being cut off. They are called 

provides mediation services to tenants and landlords “leading edge cases.” The Department of Transitional 

to forestall evictions that could result in homelessness. Assistance said the majority of them will be fine but we 

The program handled over 750 cases last year, at least don’t know that.” 

114 of which were successfully mediated. Though Bennett agrees. “I have real concern about welfare 

there is an increasing need in the community for reform,’ she said. “State and government units have been 

HCAC housing services the program's funding, some into self-sufficiency and all that and are taking a hard-line 

of which comes from the Massachusetts Bar approach, but that approach could be very expensive.” 

Foundation, is decreasing. Each of the women also offered advice as to how 


There are also a few programs that offer a 
basic employment curriculum for needy people in shel- 
ters. Cathy Bennett said that a tri-county Transition to 
Work program was started this year with assistance 
from the State; Bennett oversees the Hampshire 
County component, Muller runs it in Franklin County 
and the Open Pantry administers the program in 
Hampden County. The program teaches resume writ- 
ing, job-interviewing and other skills. One 
staff person focuses on the curriculum 
and another assesses job readiness. 

The Florence-based Cafe 
Habitat is considered an incubator pro- 
gram to assist homeless individuals and 
families in starting their own businesses. 
There is a pottery workshop, a wood- 
working shop and a coffee roasting busi- 
ness. 


the homeless problem can be attacked. For Peg Keller, one 
of the things that could really help is to dispel common 
stereotypes about homeless persons. 

“It would be really great if people who volun- 
teered in the Cot Program talked about what they gained 
from the experience,” she said. “Homeless people are no 
different from anybody else. They just had a string of bad 
luck for a variety of reasons. If volunteers talked more 


“In the short term the biggest 
asset of Cafe Habitat is that it fosters 
self-determination,” said Muller. “Most of 
the people will not attain self-sufficiency as 
potters but they develop skills and good 
work habits. Things that offer people 
respect, dignity and hope are critical.” 

The Next Step Program is a volun- 
teer organization that was formed in 1994 
by Cot Shelter volunteers interested in 
attacking the roots of homelessness in 
Northampton. It was Next Step volunteers 
who located the Hawley Street facility for 
the Cot Program and started the Transition 
to Work program. Next Step volunteers 
meet once a month. (Interested persons 
should contact Peg Keller at 587-1288.) 

Though Muller praises the over- 
whelming commitment to aid the homeless 
from the City, the volunteers and religious 
institutions, she knows that a long-term 


solution is needed. Blue Heron U ee BAN WEA R 
“Shelters are not the answer,’ said | 

Muller. “The answer is affordable housing, 2 Bridge Street 

jobs that pay a living wage, a culture that Northampton, IMA U a BAN G EAR 

says everyone has a right to food, clothing : 

and health care. It is mind-boggling to me 

that these people are not provided for.” 
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maybe we could avoid meetings where statements are made in ignorance 
about the homeless that are so hurtful.” 

Rebecca Muller thinks that a greater focus on counseling and 
mental health issues could have the twofold impact of raising awareness of 
homeless issues and empowering homeless people to become self- suffi- 
cient. 

“One thing that doesn’t get talked about often enough is the 
sense of loss associated with homelessness,” she said. “We have a whole 
field that deals with the trauma of battering and of war veterans, but the 
greatest single mental health component we see in shelters is post-trau- 
matic stress syndrome. That is associated with losing everything we asso- 
ciate as definers, who we live with, where we are, where our families are. 
When you lose all that, horrible things happen to people.” 

In the short term, said Cathy Bennett, money is the overriding 
need at Jessie’s House. 

“| can’t imagine people will let us fail,” she said. “I believe there is 
plenty of money in the community to take care of problems like this.” 

Bennett said that because Jessie’s 
House is part of the United Way she is 
prohibited from soliciting businesses for 
funds in order not to compete with the 
larger organization. Funding for Jessie’s 
House comes from churches, individuals 
and lodges. This year, she said, Jessie's 
House needs an additional $3,000. 
(Individuals interested in making a dona- 
tion can contact volunteer coordinator 
Nancy Gonzalez at 586-8212 or send 
contributions to program coordinator 
Jane Banks at Jessie's House, 143 West 
Street, Northampton, MA, 01060.) 
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At the beginning of the twentieth century, 
“Consumption” plagued humanity. In the 1800's. consumption. or 
Tuberculosis (TB). was incurable. Those afflicted by the disease 
suffered the pain of stigmatization along with an early, laborious 
death. Although its victims were viewed as lepers, no echelon of 
society was immune to the effects of TB. At the mercy of this 
eerie malady. some of the nineteenth centuries’ most renowned 
playwrights. artists and actors slipped into early immortality. 

While animal species and plant lineages are lost forever 
to extinction, hardy strains of Mycobacterium tuberculosis live on, 
impervious to the ravages of time. Indeed. Hippocrates. in 
460AD, classified Pthisis (Tuberculosis) as “the most widespread 
disease of the times... and it is almost always fatal.” Amazingly, 
some 2458 years later, tuberculosis still commands worldwide 
efforts aimed at its annihilation. According to the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, the Bacille-Calmette Guerin (BCG) 
vaccine for Tuberculosis is “the most common vaccine used in 
the world.” Despite utilization of this controversial inoculation. 
the World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 3 million 
people die from tuberculosis every year. WHO conjectures that 
another 8 million people contract the disease annually. Once 
thought to have been virtually eradicated by the mid-1980's. TB 
resurges as a major health threat, transcontinentally. 

Even as they died from tuberculosis, some of our most 
beloved artists captured eternity through the ethereal hourglass 
of creation. Emblazoned upon canvas or stage, artists affected by 
TB rendered public awareness of their suffering. Thus, the 
effects of TB reverberate in the silent frames of 1800's master- 
pieces. For instance, the otherworldly Aubrey Beardsley urgently 
amassed a vast body of work before succumbing to TB at age 25 
in 1898. Diagnosed at age seven with the then-fatal illness, it is 
no surprise that Death inks its subconscious countenance upon 
his work. At age 18, Beardsley described himself as having “a 
vile constitution, a sallow face and sunken eyes, long red hair. a 
shuffling gait and a stoop*” (Beardsley, Aileen Reed. 1991). 

It should be noted that the poet John Keats exerted a 
powerful influence upon the young Beardsley. One of London's 
most outstanding poets, Keats (1795-1821) worked feverishly, 
foreboding his early death at age 24. Tuberculosis forewarned 
Keats of his own demise by first stealing his mother, and then his 
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brother, to an early grave. As such. 


entire families were dismantled by 
tuberculosis. Tennessee Williams 
illuminates the effects of TB-upon 
the family structure in his one act 
play, ‘This Property is Condemned.’ 
Here, Alvah falls prey to the dan- 
gers of prostitution. and then dies 
from “lung affection.” Edvard 
Munch (1863-1944) witnessed the 
death of his mother and sister to 
this dreaded blight. Consequently, 
tuberculosis casts its greenish hue 
in the palette of Munch’s other 
famous painting. ‘The Sick Child.” 
Lately exhumed to decorate the 
walls of Holyoke Community 
College School of Nursing, ‘The 
Sick Child’ is as timely now as it 
was in the 19th century. 


Question: Exactly what is tuberculosis? 
Answer: Tuberculosis is a chronic 
infection caused by the acid-fast 
bacillus Mycobacterium tuberculo- 
sis. It primarily affects the lungs. 
For most people. a diagnosis of 
tuberculosis refers to asympto- 
matic, disease-free infection with 
M. tuberculosis. Specific high-risk 
populations newly diagnosed with 
TB infection are prescribed prophy- 
lactic medications. Also, anyone 
under 35 will be prescribed such 
medications. This preventative 
therapy insures the continued 
health of newly converted TB posi- 
tive people. Anyone not prescribed 
preventative therapy should learn 
about the signs and symptoms of 
tuberculosis disease, and report 
immediately to their physician 
should these ensue. 


Q: Do a lot of people with TB infection actually 
get 18 disease? 

A: Approximately 10% of the people 
infected with M. tuberculosis will 
progress to TB disease. In rare 
cases, TB can spread from the 
lungs to other organs. Extrapul- 
monary sites (outside the lungs) 
include the throat. kidneys, spine, 
joints, and meninges of the brain. 
Disseminated, or miliary tuberculo- 
sis. travels throughout the body in 
the bloodstream. This can lead to 
sequela such as Tuberculosis 
osteomyelitis. 


Se ) aed ee 


Q: If tuberculosis travels through the blood- 
stream, do you catch it like HIV or HepatitisB? If 
| wear a condom, does that mean | won't con- 
tract TB? 

A: Wearing a condom does not pre- 
vent TB. TB is transmitted through 
the air in droplet nuclei. TB trans- 
mission occurs when a person who 
has TB disease sneezes, coughs, 
sings or laughs. and an uninfected, 
susceptible person inhales the 
expectorated droplets. Unlike the 
bloodborne diseases HIV or 
Hepatitis B. TB is airborne. 


Q: If you can catch TB just by breathing it, that 
must mean that TB is mega-contagious! 

A: Fortunately. acquisition of TB is 
dose dependent. One must be 
repeatedly exposed to TB in order to 
catch it. 


According to Servicenet’s Annual Report, 
32 percent of the people who visited the 
Northampton Cot Shelter (from 
November 1, 1997-April 30, 1998) listed 
eviction as their primary reason for 
homelessness. Another 32 percent of 
guests at the Cot Shelter state that they 
are homeless due to loss of income. So, 
for 64% of Rope visiting the 
Northampton Cot Shelter at Hawley 
Street, poverty was the main reason for 
being homeless. This runs counter to the 
myth that homelessness is a “lifestyle 
choice,” or that the melon of homeless . 
are mentally ill. Locally, the escalating 
rates of homelessness with the con- 
comitant risk for acquiring Tuberculosis 
may be attributed to violent economic 
disenfranchisement. Landlords who 
evict impoverished tenants to the street 
would do well to think about how their 
own actions are contributing to the rising 
rates of Tuberculosis in the Pioneer 
Valley. 


Q: You mentioned a bunch of artists who got sick 
from T8. I'm an art major at Hampshire College. 
Does that mean I'm at risk for TB? 

A: No. Being an artist is not a risk 
factor for TB. People who are 
thought to be at risk for TB include 
the poor, the homeless. prisoners. 
migrant farmers, babies and chil- 
dren exposed to TB, elderly resi- 
dents of nursing homes, health care 
workers at long-term care facilities. 
and denizens of crowded urban 


areas. Immunocompromised 
people are at especially high risk 
for TB. 


Q: Do you mean people with AIDS? 

A: Yes. people with AIDS harbor a 
special vulnerability to tuberculo- 
sis. Moreover, any condition that 
adversely affects the immune sys- 
tem increases the risk for acquiring 
TB. 


Q: What conditions particularly jeopardize the 
immune system? 

A: Factors associated with 
immunocompromise include 
anorexia, diabetes, silicosis, alco- 
holism, teukemia, kidney disease, 
steroid therapy. intravenous drug 
use. and cancer of the head or 
neck. 


PRIMARY REASONS FOR 
HOMELESSNESS 
(self-stated: may include 
more than one reason) 


EVICTION - 322 

LOSS OF INCOME - 32% 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE - 21% 

FAMILY VIOLENCE - 37 
TEMPORARY DISPLACEMENT - 112 
FIRE OR DISASTER - 17% 

CHRONIC ~ 22% 

NEW TO AREA - 42 

HEALTH - 5% 


Q: | have diabetes and just got hired at a nurs- 
ing home. That's already two risk factors for 
TB! What should | do? 

A: Protect yourself. Anyone ina 
high risk group or community 
should undergo yearly testing for 
TB utilizing the PPD or mantoux 
(the mantoux protects you from 
TB disease through early detection 
of TB infection). 


Q: Are they going to make me drink nasty flu- 
ids or stick tubes down my throat for this test? 
A: Don't worry - no tubes or 
repugnant beverages are involved. 
When you receive the PPD, a tiny 
amount of testing fluid (tuberculin) 
will be injected just beneath the 
skin of your forearm. forming a 


small bubble. Two to three days 
later, you will return to the Doctor's 
office for interpretation of your test. 


Q: What if my mantoux test comes out positive 

— then what will happen? 

A: A positive mantoux usually indi- 
cates infection with TB. Your physi- 
cian will likely order a chest x-ray 
and sputum samples. These tests 
assay for active TB disease. You may 
also be required to donate a blood 
and urine sample. Should the 
determination of active TB result. 
you may be hospitalized in a private 
room. Alternately, you may receive 
medications with instructions to 
remain home-bound until your prac- 
titioner ascertains resolution of con- 
tagion. Remember, most people 
with a positive PPD do not have 
active TB disease. But, if you have 
active tuberculosis, the importance 
of completing drug therapy cannot 
be overemphasized. Prematurely 
quitting treatment is very danger- 
ous. When someone with TB aban- 
dons treatment. their TB can mutate, 
evolving to acquire medication- 
resistant traits. Thereby, early ces- 
sation of treatment results in the 
emergence of multi-drug resistant 
strains of TB which are extremely 
difficult to cure. 


Q: You said that TB was fatal in the 1800's. Well, | 
have a friend in a band who really does have TB 
disease. Is he going to die? 

A: Nowadays. TB can be successful- 
ly cured. However. it is imperative 
that your friend faithfully adhere to 
his treatment program: a strict regi- 
men of several anti-tuberculosis 
medications for up to one year. 


Q: OK. I'll tell him. Now, when my friend in the 
band plays out, fans buy him beers. Can he 
drink beer while he’s on this TB medicine? 

A: You raise a very important issue 
here. Alcohol and drugs may have 
contributed to your friend's diagno- 
sis of TB. According to the Mobile 
AIDS Resource Team (MART) of 
Victory Programs, “drug users and 
alcoholics are at great risk” for HIV 
and TB. This is because alcohol 
and drugs cripple the immune sys- 
tem. impairing the user's natural 
defenses. Additionally, drug users 
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Inactive TB 

Skin test positive 

Chest x-ray normal 

No symptoms 

Not contagious 

Give medication 

unwittingly expose themselves to 
tuberculosis because “the places 
where people... go to cop put them 
at risk for TB” (MART. Victory 
Programs). Intoxication impairs 
judgement. which in turn con- 
tributes to the transmission of TB, 
HIV and STD's. 


Join us for an exciting culinar 
adventure at the only Asian noodle 


shop in the Valley. 


63 Main St., Amberst 253-9200 


Q: You still didn’t answer my question — can 
he drink beer or not while he’s taking this med- 
icine? 

A: |f your friend drinks alcohol 
while on the anti-tuberculosis med- 
ications rifampin or pyrazinamide, 
he runs the risk of serious liver 
damage. He could even die from 
drug and alcohol induced hepatic 
necrosis. 
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eee oe Q: Is there anyone who can help him deal with 


this medication-alcohol mixing problem? 

A: Yes! There are two free TB clin- 
ics in the area where he can go to 
get help. In addition, he can call 
the Hampshire Health Access Line 
at 413-256-012. They help obtain 
health care and referrals for people 
who are uninsured. (Look at the 
end of this article for a list of local 
resources.) Your friend sounds like 
a good candidate for DOT. 
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addicional 5% off Q: What is DOT, some new Political Party? 


A: No, it stands for Directly 
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TB INFECTION 


Active TB 

Skin test&culture positive 
Chest X-ray adnormal 
Symptoms 

Contagious 

Give medication 

Observed Therapy. wherein a health 
care worker from the community 
will work with a TB patient for the 
entire duration of their treatment. 
DOT helps people with TB to recov- 
er more quickly. Together, the 
patient and the health care worker 
schedule where and when to meet. 
The health care worker insures that 
the patient receives medication on 
time, and intervenes to prevent 
adverse medication side effects. 
DOT therapies also simplify treat- 
ment by enabling the patient to take 
medication a couple of times a 
week instead of every day. For 
more information about DOT. call 
your local Board of Health. (Phone 
numbers are listed at the end of the 
article.) 


Q: OK. I'll tell my friend about this. But what if 
my PPO is positive. and the doctor decides | 
don't need preventative medications like DOT. 
Should | be on the lookout for any particular 
signs and symptoms? 

A: Yes. Be aware of and telephone 
your doctor if you experience one or 
more of the following : weakness, 
pallor, fatigue, fever, chills. chest 
pain, night sweats. poor appetite. 
weight loss, and coughing with or 
without bloody sputum. 


Q: wish that we didn’t have to think about all 
this. You said that TB was practically eradicated 
by the mid-eighties. Why is it back? What hap- 
pened? 

A: Several interrelated health 
threats have contributed to TB’s 
resurgence, including HIV, STD's. 
drug use, and homelessness. 
Likewise, airplane travel introduces 
TB into disease-free areas by 
shrinking the global community. 
Perhaps most significantly. the 
explosion of newfound poverty 
compounded with decreasing 
access to healthcare in the United 
States has contributed to the resur- 


gence of TB. According to the 
NJMS National TB Center, “the 
highest incidences of TB are seen 
in those countries with the lowest 
Gross National Product.” This 
statement directly correlates 
poverty to TB. Also. once TB rates 
had declined drastically in the 
1980's, funding for the control and 
prevention of this disease was 
withdrawn. Resultingly, TB rates 
have steadily increased ever since. 


Whether we like it or not. 
TB is back. But if we learn the 
symptoms, test ourselves and our 
loved ones, and help each other 
stick with the medication program, 
TB can almost always be cured. 


RESOURCES FOR PEOPLE WITH TB 
(CALL YOUR LOCAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT FOR TB INFORMA- 
TION AND REFERRAL SERVICES): 


Amherst Health Department 
413-256-4077 


Easthampton Health Department 
413-529-1496 


Holyoke Health Department 
413-534-2269 & 2272 


Northampton Health Department 
413-587-1216 


Springfield Health Department 
413-750-2082 & 2084 


FREE TB CLINIC AT BAYSTATE 
MEDICAL CENTER 

759 Chestnut Street, Springfield MA 
413-794-0000 (call your local Health 
Department for a referral) 


FREE TB CLINIC AT HOLYOKE 
HOSPITAL 

575 Beech Street, Holyoke MA 
413-534-2500 (call your focal Health 
Department for a referral) 


SUPPORT SERVICES & HELP FOR 
THE UNINSURED 

Hampshire Health Access Line 

(a Project of HCAC) 


413-256-0121 
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DAVID BIEDERMAN 


INTO THE MYSTIC 
WITH WAYNE FEIDEN 


A mystical experience, said William James 

in ‘The Varieties of Religious Experience,” must com- 
prise at least four elements. The first is ineffability, 
meaning that the thing cannot be described in words. 
The second is a noetic quality, a state of true knowl- 
edge and illumination. The third is transiency and the 
fourth is passivity, when the consciousness of the mys- 
tic is supplanted by a superior power. 

Mysticism has a long tradition in 
Northampton. Between 1735 and 1740. during the First 
Great Awakening, a rash of sudden and fervent conver- 
sions swept Northampton. Jonathan Edwards, the 
Calvinist minister who is Northampton’s most famous 
son, noted in his journals that among the young. 
“impure frolicking” ceased. Gossip all but disappeared, 
as did most talk except that which addressed “spiritual 
and eternal things.” 

“Beaux and fine ladies became serious and 
mortified.” wrote one Edwards biographer, “and town 
meetings were no longer disfigured by unChristian 
hearts.” 

Today, town meetings have retumed to their 
former state of disfigurement. Gossip is everywhere 
and impure frolicking is once again the favorite pas- 
time of the City’s youth. City Hall. though. remains 
firmly in the other realm. Visions have of late been 


————————————— 


AN EDITORIAL 


visited upon such unlikely vassals as super-landlord 
Eric Suher and City planning director Wayne Feiden. 
Suher’s “vision” of Northampton was duly deconstructed 
in last month’s issue of VMag. Feiden’s latest “visioning” 
episode is more of the same; it is manifested not in the 
fire and brimstone rhetoric of Edwards but in the stale 
jargon of the third-rate business seminar. 

Feiden will preside over the next Great 
Awakening. a series of meetings to be held under the 
auspices of the 2020 Vision Committee. Starting in 
January, the committee wilt solicit visions from the com- 
munity at large regarding the future of Northampton in 
the post-millennial environment. Translation: the usual 
suspects will be guilt-tripped and cajoled into sharing 
for the umpteenth time their loopy visions of paradise. 
The motley crew will then be summarily ignored by 
Feiden and Mayor Ford. who will resume their own fuzzy 
“visioning’ processes until more grant money becomes 
available to fund the next token gesture. 

Feiden’s visioning episodes certainly meet 
Jame’s criteria for mysticism. They are quite ineffable: 
no one can explain what they mean. They are defended 
with the fervor of one who has received true knowledge. 
As for transience and passivity, they are as ephemeral 
as gas. 

Feiden is good at “visioning.” having gone 


through much the same process in formulating the 
Downtown Plan in 1995, the Florence Plan in 1997 and 
the Northampton State Hospital Master Plan. A reluc- 
tant political animal who serves concurrently as Mary 
Ford's lightning rod and attack dog — a sort of new age 
James Carville — Feiden, as an appendage of Ford. 
appears to have no independent existence of his own. 
Overworked and hassled. he cannot seem to sequester 
himself from the potitical firestorms long enough to do 
much productive planning; he is out there on an almost 
constant basis taking the hits, and, in turn. hitting, for 
Ford. In that context the planning department is a 
potent weapon. and Feiden wields it skillfully: in over 
ten years with the department he has learned how to 
be an obstructionist bureaucrat of a very high order. 

In the meantime. the City’s zoning and permit- 
tal processes have become incomprehensible, perfect 
tools for discouraging growth. punishing political oppo- 
nents and rewarding cronyism. As chief obfuscator 
Feiden has become the Rod Serling of the planning set. 
presiding over the twilight zoning of Northampton. 

A recent survey of City business leaders. civic 
officials and regional economic development profes- 
sionals conducted under a Municipal Incentive Grant 
from the Massachusetts Department of Housing and 
Community Development found widespread frustration 
with zoning and the permitting processes. Chief com- 
plaints include the City’s retiance on a special permit 
process instead of a simpler site plan review. If a spe- 
cial permit is needed, applicants must wend their way 
through the Office of Planning and Development. the 
Planning Board. the City Clerk and other Permit 
Granting Authorities. 

Respondents said that “no one was in charge;” 
that the City’s eight commercial zoning districts were 
fraught with inconsistencies and difficult to understand: 
that anti-growth and “politically correct” attitudes 
towards business expansion influence individual per- 
mitting decisions. 

Mick Duda has had his share of costly run-ins 
with the planning department. “Not only have | suffered 
great expenses because of them but | am handcuffed 
with my operation.” said Duda. owner of the Oxbow 
Marina. “We can’t even maintain what we have. We 
lose ground every year. I'm losing my blacktop. | can't 
make rampways or walkways. Things are so bad 
under Feiden that I can't even get a maintenance permit 
to stabilize the river bank and stop erosion.” 

The Oxbow Marina, a beautiful, first-class facil- 
ity. employs over 40 people and has 275 slips for boat 
owners, each of whom pays an annual boat tax to the 
city. Atl the people who come in the summer patronize 
local businesses. said Duda. He said he lets members 
of the Northampton Soccer Club use five soccer fields 


on his land. which he maintains at no charge. Duda also 
donates an entire site and building to the Oxbow Water 
Ski Team: the team. comprised of 120 area families. 
recently made it to the national finals in Florida and 
were inducted into the Water Ski Halt of Fame. 

You would think that Duda is just the sort of 
entrepreneur that the City would be thrilled to work with. 
Given the City's overwhelming need to attract and retain 
businesses, create jobs and boost the tax base, you 
would think the Planning Department would bend over 
backwards not only to work with Duda but to incorporate 
his marina into the scheme of things locally. 

But no; Duda said that he had to have the Board 
of Health and a wiring inspector condemn his wiring just 
so he could get an emergency permit to repair his 
underground wiring. Last year. he said. he got a $32,000 
grant in state and Federal funds, with the full support of 
the Department of Environmental Protection in 
Springfield, to put a sewer pumpout station at the mari- 
na that would have been free to all boaters. Duda said 
that 70 similar stations in Massachusetts are working 
fine and were installed at an average costs of $3,500: by 
the time the Northampton planning department got 
through with the permit, he said. his cost would have 
been over $29,000. 

Duda also said he was forced to spend $25,000 
to fight an Area of Criticat Environmental Concern (ACEC) 
zoning designation that would have decimated the value 
of his land, and another $20,000 in a nasty legal tusste 
over a house on his property that the City claimed was a 
shed. Duda said he won the battle but at great cost; his 
son. he said. is now permanently ensconsed in the 
“shed.” 

Dick Giusto, owner of the Northampton Airport. 
has similar tales of woe, He said the Planning Board 
routinely denies special permits for concerts or any 
other outdoor events. The board has at various times 
tried to ban hot-air batloons, long-term parking of cars, 
aerial photography from planes and even signs on the 
airport's buildings; those denials, said Giusto, were 
overturned on appeal to the State. 

“Feiden and Ford hammer one guy and give 
some other guy what he wants,” he said. “They do 
everything in their power to restrain growth unless 
someone like Pat Goggins is involved. The airport has 
been here since 1925 and suddenly I'm the bad guy?” 

Giusto said that a lawsuit in which he sued Mike 
Vito, then Mayor Ford’s administrative assistant. and 
Maria Tymoczko, a city counselor, was recently settled. 
Giusto claimed he was defamed by the defendants and 
that they sabotaged a crafts fair that was to be held at 
the airport. Though he could not disclose terms of the 
settlement. Giusto was obviously pleased. 

The complaint states that Vito and Tymoczko 


called the organizer of the fair and told her the fair was going to be closed down 
by the City. Vito allegedly called her the next day and reiterated that threat, say- 
ing it was about “politics” and that “you are caught in the middle.” Vito also 
allegedly got several sponsors of the event. including Saturn of Hadley. to with- 
draw their support. 

Both Giusto and Duda have had alternately cooperative and contentious 
relationships with the City. Paulette Kuzdeba was Northampton’s senior planner 
from 1993 through 1998. Now an environmental planner with the Department of 
Public Works, Kuzdeba said that she got along with both Giusto and Duda and 
that in most cases the planning department bent over backwards to accommo- 
date their needs. 

Kuzdeba said she spoke with people at the DPW and the Conservation 
Commission about Duda’s dilemma with the pumpout station. The costs, she 
said, largely depend on consultants fees and the amount of information that he 
has to supply in order to get the necessary permits. Because of the environmen- 
tally sensitive nature of the Oxbow, said Kuzdeba, there are some wetlands 
requirements that cannot be waived. 

“Mr. Duda is in the floodplain, period, and there are more regulations 
that apply to him than someone downtown.” she said. “People in New England 
sometimes feel that you can’t tell them what to do in their own backyard.” 

Kuzdeba agreed that much of the animosity between Feiden, Duda and 
Giusto can indeed be traced back to Feiden’s efforts over 10 years ago (when he 
was the City’s senior planner) to have the entire Northampton floodplain — an 
area that encompasses both the airport and marina — designated as an ACEC. 
Such efforts were in vogue at the time, said Kuzdeba. Had the designation gone 
through — it was seen as REE restrictive and voted down by the Conservation 
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Commission — both Duda and Giusto 
would have been severely limited in 
their activities and would have been at 
risk of losing their livelihoods. 

For that and other reasons 
the well is now so poisoned that the 
two entrepreneurs don’t even bother 
applying for permits, secure in the 
feeling that Feiden will turn them 
down. 

Kuzdeba, who still works for 
the City, was reluctant to criticize the 
planning department. “We have dif- 
ferent management styles,” Kuzdeba 
said of Feiden. “I let my people do 
their jobs whereas Wayne is more 
hands-on. We didn't agree all the 
time.” 

The bottom line for the City is 
that the resources that Giusto and 
Duda could offer as part of the total 
Northampton package — balloon 
shows, outdoor concerts and family 
events, river tours. water sports 
extravaganzas — are lost. Feiden 
and Ford. who seem to regard real- 
world entrepreneurs as icky and 
strange, refuse to bring the two men 
into their exclusive loop. 

Feiden’s “visioning” process 
is hardly a bargain. The 2020 Vision 
Committee opus will cost $35,000, 
courtesy of a Municipal Incentive 
Grant. As a member of the steering 
committee of the Northampton/ 
Easthampton Economic Development 
Strategy Project. Feiden is also 
proposing to fund that debacle-in-the- 
making — another redundant eco- 
nomic development scheme — with 
20% of new revenue from business 
growth in the region. Imagine that; a 
20% cut so that the same people who 
have already proved useless at 
improving the City’s fortunes can talk 
some more. 

The City doesn’t need any 
more cosmic debris. It knows what it 
needs to do; create living wage jobs 
by attracting businesses to the City 
and stop the exodus of businesses 
like Wilderness Mold. Van Cort 
Instruments and Motherwear. | would 
rather see the MIG grant money taken 
out of the “Visioning” process and 
used to create a plan for getting the 
Oxbow Marina and the Northampton 
Airport. two existing resources that 
are rare and special for a City of 
Northampton’s size, back into the fold. 
And for Heaven's sake, Feiden: stop 
spanking Giusto and Duda out of 
sheer political spite and wearing 
them down with zoning mumbo- 


jumbo. 
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Accordion Guy is back. 

It's a brisk November afternoon, and I’m walking 
in downtown Hamp. There's a cold snap in the air, but | 
find myself walking with a spring in my step. At first it 
does not come to me, why my shuffling gait turns a gay 
tempo. 

But then | realize what my ears are hearing. 
The Pennsylvania Polka. 

The man who reminded me every few days that 
“the Greatest Nation on Earth is Do-Nation” has been 
back on the streets of Northampton, and suddenly 
everything is a little happier. I'm told that Accordion Guy 
has been away for a little while to let his anger settle. It 
seems he's been receiving some poor treatment by 
some of the upright citizens of our fair city, and he's 
been plying his squeezebox in the more friendly climes 
of Amherst and Shelburne Falls. 

Apparently the owners of some downtown bust- 
nesses were none too happy about Accordion Guy enter- 
taining folks throughout the day and into the night. He 
blocked their window displays, they said. He scared 
away customers, they said. The joyous squeal of his 
Squeezebox made them lose count of their piles of 
tourist cabbage. 

Forgive me for sounding like one of those com- 
mie pothead dilettantes in the “alternative press,” but 
this issue leaves the Northampton business community 
in need of a resounding spanking. This really burns my 
omelet. The Accordion Guy and our own Freshmaker, 
Mentos the Kettle Drum Guy, have grown to become 
symbols of Northampton’s Downtown. If you don’t 
believe me, ask the wonks over at Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital, who used them in an advertisement a few 
months ago touting the coolness of Noho. (What the 
hell that has to do with going to the hospital, I'll never 
figure out.) 

Guess what, friends: you can't have it both 
ways. If you want to attract George and Martha 
Moneybags from Agawam with your funky character, you 
need some, well, funky characters. We need Accordion 
Guy more than he needs us, so we should cherish him. 
Buy him a pierogi, for Heaven's sake. 

This is just typical of Whiny-Ass Noho. Let me 
tell you, Mr. Ergonomic Kasha-Pillow Salesman, Ms. 
Hawker of Useless Overpriced Tchatchkes Assembled 


by Third World Slaves: Accordion Guy and Mentos, and 
others who bring smiles to folks walking downtown, give 
this community soul. One demented guy strumming a 
guitar has more “local flavor” in his pinkie than do fifty 
Afterlastes of Northampton, more than a hundred First 
Blights. You drive away street performers at your peril. 

I'm not surprised, though. This is the same city 
where, when confronted with the phenomenon of home- 
less kids and addicts congregating downtown, responds 
by hanging up ashtrays and passing a no-loitering ordi- 
nance. Real smooth, Clyde. 

If you disagree, prove me wrong, Sir and 
Madame Chamber Toadies. Welcome the poor and hud- 
dled masses of struggling musicians and other street 
entertainers yearning to breathe free, and play “Freebird” 
on the Pan pipes.* | think it’s only fair that if you are 
bending over backwards to attract the idle rich to your 
downtown, they should be confronted with a little bit of 
the real world. You get it in all the finest cities, after all. 
Otherwise you turn downtown into, as one shrill gadfly 
recently put it, a food court without a roof. 

How about a new campaign? Encourage visitors 
to give to the street musicians, and even the beggars, 
too! Not that I'm equating the two, but both do give the 
city its color. Let’s make it part of the whole fun Noho 
experience! Come To Northampton And Buy Tumor Guy 
A Coffee! Thrill To Hear The Guy In The Bad Wig Scream 
At Nothing In Particular! Ask The Street Kid How Many 
Genital Piercings He Has! Make it a Fun Thing! Hadley's 
got buffalo, but we've got nutcases by the boatload! 

Let the tourists do their part with the beggars, 
instead of sweeping the kids under the carpet for fear of 
offending suburban sensibilities. If the business commu- 
nity isn’t going to make an effort to make these street 
people's lives better, outside of the annual United Way 
guiltassuagement, at least let passersby have a chance. 

It doesn't do any real good, you say? Guess 
what, Bucko, it’s not yours to decide. They are here and 
we have to take care of them, whatever way we can. 

As one of the great sages once said, “Yours is 
not to complete the task, but neither may you desist 
from it.” 

So get off your ass. 


ee 


* But no mimes, dammit. = 
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premier 
drummer 
(many of you 
will know 
Doug as a 
funk/jazz 
drummer 
playing with 
acts from 
Stuff to Yusef 
Lateef). 

One of 
the things 
that strays a 
bit from the 
average 
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VIVA QUETZAL 
HIIOS DEL SOL 
Signature Sounds 


Those of you who enjoy 
Andean music are in for a treat 
with this one. So much of this 
music is tired and often peddled 
as “new age.” Mostly, that rubric 
seems to mean insipid, ersatz pap. 
This has never been the case 
with Viva Quetzal, as their latest 
CD makes abundantly clear. 

This is not to say that their music 
is “El Condor Pasa” on steroids. 
It's merely heartfelt, beautiful 
music played by virtuosi. The 
material is various and for the 
most part written by band mem- 
bers Alfredo Chapelliquen. 
Alfredo Velasquez, Roberto 
Clavijo (the first two from Peru 
and Clavijo hailing from Chile) — 
and they're most adept at it. 
They are joined by Joe Belmont, 
on principle guitars, and the 
Weeks Brothers; Rudi and John. 
Rounding out the ensemble is the 
energetic and multi-talented 
Doug Raneri, possibly the Valley's 


is the inclu- 
y ts (4 sion of saxo- 
. phones, in 
E SUN this case ably 
supplied by 


Jon Weeks. The soloing is terrific 
and cements further the Quetzal 
sound. Actually, a lot of Andean 
music is performed by groups 
with large brass contingents, but 
most often heard in the U.S, are 
the pan flutes and guitars only 
variety. Viva Quetzal, though, 
nicely straddle the two varieties. 
There is accomplished singing 
here as well, upbeat and jubilant. 

It all adds up to a classy 
sound, superbly compiled and 
produced. Still very much folk- 
lorico, but very sophisticated and 
jazzy. Some searing guitar work 
turns up now and again, especially 
in the closer “En El Reino De Los 
Condoras.” And “Peace/Paz” is a 
fine, flemenco style tune, passion- 
ate and bouncy at the same time. 
From the contemplative to the 
rhythmical Hijos Del Sol is a 
memorable disc from one of the 
area's most unique and accom- 
plished groups. 

(Signature Sounds, POB 
106,Whately MA 01093) 

- Meathook Williams 


Andean outfit 
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METALLICA 
GARAGE, IMC. 
Elektra 


Most bands start out with 
covers. A great place to start, it 
allows them to learn their instru- 
ments while at the same time 
exploring the songs that often 
inspired them to pick up instruments 
in the first place. Metallica was no 
different. They too started bashing 
songs about in the safety of a smelly, 
sound-proofed garage space. When 
they needed some extra tracks for 
their “Creeping Death” single in 
1984, they went back to the begin- 
ning and chose two covers that had 
been in their repertoire for years. 
The result was Garage Days 
Revisited - a single that quickly 
became a collectors item. 

Two years later, they lost 
their bass player in a horrible car 
crash. They were able to find anoth- 
er bass player, but while they were 
trying to record an EP of new mater- 
ial, the drummer broke his arm. 
Months went by, and deadlines were 
fast approaching. The only logical 
choice - a return to the garage. The 
$5.98 EP: Garage Days Re- 
Revisited featured six covers, all 
translated into gut-wrenching 
Merallican. Though very popular, this 
record quickly went out of print, and 
another collectors item was born. 

Also born was their taste 
for covers. So cathartic was this ses- 
sion that Metallica found themselves 
starting the recording session for 
every new record with a couple of 
covers to set the tone. These songs 
would then appear as B-sides of sin- 
gles, sending collectors on a frantic 
search for the stuff that provided a 
glimpse into the band’s musical soul. 


It’s been over ten years 
since Re-Revisited was released, 
and it’s finally got the treatment it so 
righteously deserves. Both of the 
above records are included, as are all 
of the covers since then: the two 
from ...And Justice For All, the 
two from Metallica, the cover of 
Queen's “Stone Cold Crazy” for 
Elektra’s 40th Anniversary com- 
pilation, the four Motorhead covers 
(Motorheadache ‘'95) from Load 
and the live-on-the-radio recording 
of Lynyrd Skynyrd’s “Tuesday’s Gone” 
from the Re-Load sessions. 

All of the above would 
make for an incredible collection. 
But for Metallica, there needed to be 
more. So they went into the studio 
and recorded ten more covers just 
for this release. The end result is a 
massive 27 songs on two CDs, all 
culled from Metallica’s “Kollege of 
Musical Knowledge.” 

While a few of the artists 
covered in this package are familiar 
(Bob Seger, Blue Oyster Cult), most 
are known only to the truly dedicat- 
ed (Diamond Head, Blitzkrieg, 
Budgie). In anticipation of this, the 
booklet for Garage, Inc. contains 
extensive liner notes on each of the 
bands covered, the original albums 
where the songs can be found, 
where they appeared in Metallica’s 
discography, as well as a complete 
career-spanning overview of the 
band itself. Not bad for a major 
label release. For Metal fans, this is 
required listening; for everyone else, 
this is a fascinating look into the 
lighter side of one of the heavier 

etal bands around. 
- Phil Straub 


PHISH 


THE STOR" OF 
THE GHOST 
Elektra 


Phish’s seventh studio album 
is both a return to form and some 
steps further down the line. Safe but 
strangely adventuresome, Phish have 
crafted a diverse collection with an 
eye to their long departed progres- 
sive rock roots. The Story of the 
Ghost offers a wider variety of 
weirdness, without pandering to 
radio any further. They've made an 
attempt to deal with some of their 
endearing weaknesses, which have 
driven some people away from this 


band in the past. But for those 
patient enough to delve deeper, the 
magic that makes post Deadhead 
scenesters drive ludicrous distances 
to phreak out is all here. 

For good or ill, Phish have 
inherited the legacy left behind by 
their big brothers, the Grateful 
Dead, and the whole traveling circus 
of Deadhead life landed in the park- 
ing lot of Phish shows. Though there 
are a lot of reference points, Phish 
inhabit a slightly different niche of 
psychedelia. But like the Dead, there 
nas always been a sense that studio 
Phish records are released before 
the songs are truly gestated. 
Versions of “Birds of a Feather” and 
“Story of the Ghost” on live tapes 
crank far beyond the studio versions 
here. Still, this collection leaves one 
more satisfied than 1996's Billy 
Breathes, with the proper amount 
of insther IDS tb 2 to keep the 
naysayers quiet. Phish seem to have 
finished with their hit and miss 
experimentation, and settled on uti- 
lizing their recognized strengths. 

The level of their ensemble 
playing has always been their 
strength, and the songs just excuses 
to get to the next instrumental melt- 
down. Lyrically liteweight and vocally 
challenged, Phish are still able to 
inspire fits of ecstatic trancendence 
with their flights of pseudo Dr. Seuss 
that serve as the skeleton to most 
tales (““Guyute”’). Yet this song's chil- 
dren’s fable intro serves as only the 
doorway to a quick tour of the Phish 
magic mansion. They flex their con- 
siderably developed musical muscles 
ona bAlleccwe jaunt through Irish 
reels, Zappa codas, dizzying jazz rock 
swells—a single showcase for the 
whole carnival. “Meat” is a Tom 
Waits inflected shuffle, and “Limb by 
Limb” is a ready-made classic, com- 


plete with swellingly jubilant secret 
Phish chord progressions and 
Chernobyl-style guitar work. 

From a phishphreak stand- 
point, this is probably the first studio 
album you'll lien to all che way 
througn since A Picture of 
Nektar. There is a ready-made clas- 
sic feel to more than a few tunes, 
and it doesn’t take much imagination 
to picture some of these puppies as 
lauchpads for glorious trips to never 
never land. 

Don’t let the plethora of 
mindless jam bands out there scare 
you away from this one. A must for 
fans and a good starting point if 
you've been holding out... the best 
single capsule dose of Phish since ‘91. 
- Carwreck deBangs 


SALAMANDER 
CROSSING 
BOTTLENCK 

DAEAMS 
Signature Sounds 


Damn, what a gorgeous 
voice Rani Arbo has. It’s one of the 
most beautiful in folk and traditional 
music today, or ever, really. As 
expressive as Bonnie Raitt’s, as dis- 
tinctive as Alison Krauss’. And on 
this pearl of an album it shines forth 
regaily. (Not that the other mem- 
bers’ vocal efforts go unnoticed, but 
Rani’s is special indeed). 

For the most part, the 
album is on the mellow side; relaxing 

et at the same time captivating. 

here have been so many folk and 
traditional bands here in the Valley 
over the years, but Salamander 
Crossing is one of the few that has 
gotten it all right; material, perfor- 


mance, production... just perfect. 

Languid, lazy tunes flow into 
each other with sparse instrumenta- 
tion. Just the business at hand, there 
are no showboats here, though 
everyone plays quite well. The open- 
er, “VVhat Kind Of Person,” has Rani 
joined by Hot Rizer Tim O'Brian 
(known in some parts as Red 
Knuckles) singing great harmony and 
towing along his trademark man- 
dolin. Dave Dick's mandolin work is 
also wonderful. 

There are a few uptempo 
songs here, but none that disturb the 
gentle overall ambiance. Andrew 
Kinsey's understated bass compli- 
ments Rani’s emotive fiddling as well 
as Jeff Kelliher’s guitar picking. 
They're joined on this recording by 
Richard Bell, who excels on B3 organ 
as well as on accordion. Gary Craig 
supplies the percussion which is 
never obtrusive. You really have to 
have that quality with this type of 
music. 

Overall, most of the songs 
have a bluegrass feel to them, but 
sometimes they're more folkish in 
that bare bones guitar and vocals are 
only used. The songs all have inter- 
esting lyrics, some in the religious 
vein. Rani’s cello on the closer 
“Crossing The Bar” is another haunt- 
ing highpoint of the album. It caps 
off a great CD, but also leaves you 
hungry for more. Bravo. 


ae Sounds, POB 106, 
Whately 01093) 
- Meathook Williams 


DW QEERT 


WAVETWISTERAS 
Galactic Butt Hair 
Records 


Translate Wave Twisters 
into Morse code with headphones, 
pause button, butcher paper, ink and 
time to kill — there might be a mes- 
sage — “What is the meaning of 
this,” says the sample, and “That's 
what I'm trying to find out,” the 
sample responds — worth decoding. 

Separate the tracks — eac 
to its own line — dot-dash the 
beats, the bass, the slipping rhythm, 
the scratch swirls — assign colors to 
frequencies — magic markers might 
do — fill in the marks. Stack the 
tracks —— running horizontal — ver- 
tically on your paper — this won't 
work but persist — let the lines 
twist into each other — jagged 


braids perhaps — the groove will lie 
where the gaps coincide. 

Overcome the initial 
exhaustion by returning to the 
sounds of QBert's Japanese import 
release — “demolition pumpkin 
squeeze musik: a preskool breakmix” 
— low hitting b-boy nostalgia consis- 
tently falling off and into another 
hook — an undeniable battle-wary 
slip-beat compendium reworked as a 
disguised history lesson — or maybe 
revisit QBert’s work with Dr. 
Octagon (aka Kool Keith) — endur- 
ing the porn-med-school lyrics for 
the minimalist hyper-scratch solos 
between. 

Return refreshed, ready for 
more dictation — your intent now 
less to understand the code into lan- 
guage (the Morse key discarded) 
than as sound — to complete the 
transcription — to reconstruct the 
gift handed down from James Brown 
in current and future terms. 

Listen beyond the weak nar- 


pba 
rative of MST 3000 samples — 
spaceships and aliens with pre-Star 
Wars dialog — and the audis orgasm 
finale. These are the chuckles that 
grab radio play. Think of Louis 
Armstrong feeling out improv ina 
world of sheet music. Scratch-and- 
beat electronica — drum/bass, break 
beat, whatever — still needs to dis- 
cover itself. QBert can see beyond 
the ballroom. 

In the end — if your butch- 
er paper looks like a digitalized 
Pollock — hang it up on the wall — 
throw it out your window — or fold 
it neatly into your back pocket. At 
this rate, a few more releases will 
find QBert a turntable’s Charlie 
Parker. A skipping CD — as the 
sheet-music standard to start from 
— might never sound the same 
again. 


(After retail fails: www.skratch- 
pikiz.com) 
- Michael Scherer 


CHOTTO MATTE 
A MOMENT! 
K Records 


*Pronouced “ee-ku.” 

On a swing through NYC 
this trio from ae were 
served papers by a lawyer represent- 
ing the N iSased band .C.U, (note 
the dots). The document demanded 
ICU to cease and desist their blatant 
sine of the Jersey band’s nota- 
tional sovereignty, despite differences 
in punctuation and pronunciation 
(ee-ku vs. | see you). And no one 
mentioned the hosplesle ripped off all 
these years. So if you are reading 
this review aloud don’t dare refer to 
ICU as “I see you™” lest the band 
and K be dragged through litigation 
into bankruptcy. 

(“ee-ku”) is Kento Oiwa, 
the D] scratching behind Modest 
Mouse in the Lonesome Crowded 
West, on mixer, turntables, electric 
guitar and Theremin, Aaron “Mikhail” 
Hartman, formally of the recently 
reincarnated Old Time Relijun, on 
upright bass, and Michiko Swiggs on 
keys and effects. 

They make drum and bass 
for the indie scene, causing well-con- 
trolled shudders in the Ben Davis™, 
cuffed Levi's™ crowd, and fine listen- 
ing for the rest of the slack-jawed 
masses. These are sounds for back- 
seat night drives down streets w/o 
sidewalks. Bridge walking music to 
dance to. 

On a swing through Noho 
in November, ee played a 
worthy set with D+ and Dub 
Narcotic at Smith’s Davis Hall. 
Oiwa’s DJ spinning and instrumenta- 
tion, ranging from The Black Rider 
saw-song-mellow to rock-star guitar 
solos, gave the songs good story. 
Hartman's bass drove the pro- 
grammed beats; Swiggs speckled 
tones added the icing. Where their 
recorded album occasionally runs 
dry, their live performance floods 
sound walls to swim in. ; 

Not that they plan ‘to return 
3000 miles to Western MA anytime 
soon. But if they eventually do, look 
for a different spelling. 

(Again after retail: 
www.kpunk.com) 

- Michael Scherer™ 


MORCHEEBA 
WHO CAN YOU 


TAHUST? BEATS 
56 8-SIDES 


Sire 


Morcheeba is one of the 
many bands that appeared in the 
tsunami-like waves created by 
Portishead’s cannonball dive into our 
popular consciousness. Their first 
album, Who Can You Trust?, 
brought them a strong following in 
the clubs and a major label contract 
with Sire. Their second record, Big 
Calm, opened with a real advertising 
budget behind it and, consequently, 
reached a wider audience. Now, 
anxious to promote their recent 
acquisition, Sire has gone back and 
rereleased the first record in a spe- 
cial two-CD box set that includes an 
entire CD of B-Sides and remixes 
from both records. 

Though perhaps not the 
popular view, | think that their firsc 
record is the better of the two. 
Maybe | like it because it’s the first 
thing that drew me to them, or 
because of their insistence on blend- 
ing sitar with breakbeats and 
turntable scratches. Maybe it’s the 
catchy songs, like “Moog Island,” 
“Trigger Hippie” and “Tape Loop.” 
Perhaps it's the addition of a string 
quartet on “Howling” and “Col.” It 
could be the wacky instrumentals, 
like “End Theme” (actually an upbeat 
instrumental version of “Moog 
Island”) and “Enjoy The Wait” (a 
minute-long nod to the influence of 
delta blues slide guitar players). 

Whatever the reason, I 
found this record to be a very good 
overview of Morcheeba’s intentions. 
Which is why | was psyched about 
this new release. Not so much for 


the first record, although the liner 
notes on this version include slightly 
more information on guest musicians 
and the like. Really, wnat makes this 
so great is the extra disc, Beats & 
B-Sides. This disc offers a “best of” 
of the remixes that have accompa- 
nied the numerous singles that nave 
been released since the beginning. 
These versions resemble reggae 
“dub” records more than anything 
else, with their trippy echo effects 
and (mostly) lack of vocals. Some of 
the songs evolved from the pieces of 


other songs, only to become elongat- 


ed epics unto themselves. For those 
who don’t actively seek out singles 
and all their remixed finery, this is a 
great way to get the cream of the 
crop in one fell swoop. Plus, you get 
the added bonus of the first record, 


thrown in for good measure. What a 


deal! 


- Phil Straub 


GARY 
SREDZIENSHI 
ACCORDION 


LANGUAGES 
Bellows Music 


The accordion has fought its 
hard won battle to be once again 
respectable here in the U.S.A., crop- 
ping up in diverse and largely ethnic 
musical genres. But be it Tex-Mex 
conjunto, cajun/zydeco, or the myriad 
Celtic forms, it’s been the “button- 
box” that has hogged most of the 
limelight these recent years. 
Residents of the Pioneer Valley have 
been lucky enough to have been 
exposed to a lot of great Polish 
music (for example, the super polka 
party programming every Saturda 
morning over WMUA in makers 


and the bulk of that is performed on 
piano accordions. 

Such is the accordion of 
New Hampshire's Gary Sredzienski, 
who himself hosts a polka show from 
the University of New Hampshire. 
(I'm cold that his taditional Polish 
disc From The Porch - “Old 
Country” Style has found its way 
to the Library Of Congress -- no 
mean it) 

is latest, Accordion 

Languages, is a true world tour of 
styles, but all played on a piano 
accordion. As he wends his musical 
journey from classical to folk to jazz, 
his playing is entirely convincing, and 
for this accordion devotee, just plain 
heaven. There are jazz and klezmer 
tunes as well as French Canadian 
reels, and several folk tunes from 
Poland and other countries of central 
and Eastern Europe (Romania, 
Hungary). Capping it all off is an 
original, “Tango Donati,” a light and 
breezy tango that Sredzienski 
describes as “Balkan surf." 

Bellows Music, POB 361, 
Greenland NH 03840-0361!) 
- Meathook Williams nwa 


BEST OVERALL 
SELECTION OF USED CD's, 
LP’s & CASSETTES 


TWO-DAY SPECIAL ORDERS 
NO MONEY DOWN 


OPEN 
10-6 
LATE THURS 
& FRIDAY 
CLOSED 
SUNDAY 


298 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD ®@ 772-6767 


rww.apoutmusic.com 


W09'eI} JU MMM 


19010 WW 
uo}dWUeY.JON} 


L\| €Od 
‘Ja}j Aepawios 


61001 AN AN 
SeOWy 


JO anuady 067] 
‘Jay Wuepy 


W0I10}e3I |e: MMM 
09909 TI o8ea14y5 


£09 dOd 
‘Jay 403eBII|\7 


01001 AN AN 


§ OA W4Ed HOE 
spidey jasuy 


MEWE IH 


(‘anss! 1x9uU PeMalAsazul aq ||,Ae42 pul) 

‘pueg jsalAkay Sea ay sdeysad si en4auy 4j ‘ulaysWWUEY 
sAURWAAS >I] BUIPOGIO} a4OW ING ‘aIZZO se ess "uny SUIAeY 
aq asnw Aayi ng ,‘ad10A ALy,, Y8No’YI IDaya1 pue Yyinj Ajaaneu 
-Jaye Ady se quejiqn! Ajjaexa punos 3,uop sdn8 asayy ‘AAeay pue 
APP ae SaUN} doaIU) ||\V “"BIZUDSqYy UY pajUS G> suOs-s01U3 

UIPOO.G B PaNss! SARY BIABU| J] SHBYDUNAD jeIOW YAP |2I07 


‘Suipurqsyno si Wingye siyd IYI puk ‘ayriu s1ay3 puNoy aA,Aay2 Jey? I40da4 
0} pes W| ‘sj220A dnyDeq YsiusNy pue sy>1] WeIINS apes JOH PlAeq pue 
WOSSIID) plaeq “(4aAC|5 ABIOD S4OjOD BuUIAIT 2>|!| ‘|NY|NOS pue 
Asny S| BDIOA BSOYM) UPRBII|I A) PAOJEp| JOBUIS URDU ULI 
-OUIG|E BUNI4IS 942 Saunqeaj 1 puy “(pueq s,uysneA Aey aIA2I5 
932] dy2 ‘ajqno4) ajqnoq eye) swNup UO UOIAe7 SID Puke sseq 
uo uouueys Awwo; jo dn spew si uoNdas WYIdYJ ay? ‘|e 4eYyW 
‘jenuazod sq 02 dn at a3inb 2. upIp YyoIYyM Inq ‘padolua | ydI4yM 
DSIP BDIU B YIM req OS JO JAA B BUBIS BYI UO PAALe aI|IAAIOIS 


"aAlssoiduu pue AsJOOY ‘sanjq panbaqueg ‘Ayuny 

‘Au43 yo (ssuos x) UIIOM S,JNOY UB UY} B1OLWW S4BYO wiNge 
BY] ‘|JOM SB SxDeI [RUBAVS UO SjsaNnZB JayxJeAA SINO7 BOf asl4eINS 
*suUIOH] UMOIdA-) ayI Aq pailUaWnNe si pueq paldsu! Ing 3JeAs 
‘eau UBAB PUL sawe/ e179 se sRai3 YNs Buljjee4 ‘snopusawe 
S9YS ‘PuNoOs jNJjnos ssOW puke Jagziq & sey WABMOY ‘BIMAWSYS 
UeI|IWIS punos 02 Waas Ing ‘AyoMaiou aie Aepor sanjq BulsuIs 

UdLIOM ayi jo AUR, “purjado> Auuyof sazuljs 1e1IN3 sexay 
BY? SI Jaye} BsOYyM ‘puRjado> eMaways s! A10saIeD sy} U! OS|W 


‘paylz si ays se SuluUNIs s\y ‘padnpo.d osje oym ‘pep Aq paso 
-WOD 2.18 ISOP,J “3LB/ARYIOR UP DEI 49YIO dU ‘sese4 Ajjeriseq ae 
SIND SAY B43 JO NOY *a]N4B} aIINb UONRUIZeWUI Jay pue ssojMey 
s! anbiuyra2 Jap4 “Islues paysidwosse ysow e si ‘AREY JeISeZOW 
URIPU] B42 pep Jay aI] WEYULYS BxYSNOUW YayIe} UMOLD-|[aM J2Y 
JO Mopeys ay) Wo.y SuIBJaWAa YDB ‘UBWOM pazuajea A19A OMI 
JO sangap ayi 10} ueYy? asow Ajdde wixew 3eYy} SaOp a4sayMou puke 
‘9942 DY WO} IR} OO ||e} ,UsSaOp ajdde ay? WU ples UBIO $3] 


els shl 


HILUSS&u 
ul 
HILHAUI SI 


Shean 


900 
3T1NAvOLS 


ILHSAH AHL 


dM UML 
guy 1ad09 
HINSWSHS 


HEYHUBHS 


HYAHSNOUY 


HHEHAUBHS 
BHHHSNOUs 


WO09'9AIJIEAO}UISALIA' MMM 


6100] AN AN 


AY 438 $78 
‘Jay weisijog 


£0806 WO 
yoeog Su07 ‘AA 

— QUuRT 
urzjodean] 9¢ 


sp1o2ay ‘S'd 


£1001 AN AN 
A00|4 Puz 
HS Youny Git 
SpA0d0yj Ep 
seqeyyeqrs/wi0s'|or 


‘S4aquualu)/:d)34 


LObSS NW 
sijodeauulyy| 


L9EL GOd 
‘Jay WINIULWQ 


WNZOALO}/ 
WO2'SIMajaLANe| MAM 


£6010 
WA AEUM 
901 GOd 
‘spus aunjeUsIS 


“YSRay 07 2JEIS LOY ainseajd \y ‘pavay s| anbiuyre2 eI0A 4O JUaW 
“-N4ISU) INOXS ue ‘AHEUOISeIIO ‘puke DIsNW ayy suldJepuN jjNs 32uUa 
“NU! URI BY] “YIOAA BjQWI@SU® WON 430. se |jaM se ‘sIysIY 
ojos ZuluapuBaw UMOP BuUIAR] ‘spueogdary SMOLIA UO BUIZIZUSELU 
Jas si yDOOURHY “wWYpAY.! a4o>p4eY INQ [NyjNos yo quo} e ‘AyuNy AjBul 
-sjwosdwosun ujewes Aaui pu “(yunj I14]2a/e awWeIeq IeYM JO} 
ajqisuodsa. Aem 38se] @ Ul 249M SuaIUNUpeaH ayi) S4azuNYypes}y 
9Y} JO UANJaYy 10} payUNa aaey SJaIUNYpRa}] S420DUR}] sIq4a}{ 


‘|/eqppo aaoy jay an 
‘eqppo Ajauuyap ‘ajqeeauep AnsoLy *(,,ouowIyX,,) Suos 
paouanytit-sessay & puke (oajeLj) vaquunu qnp a2Iu e sasayy 
"saAJ aya Se YON Os AjseeU 2OU Ing ‘Ay4INb aie sjUBWesuUeIIe 
ayj “e4ay UO BUI08 Ynys sBueI3s AyyBiwW BUIOS S,2494I ‘jam 

se SUIO|OS IRAE pure ‘sed UJOY PURIZ IM BUIMO|L2AG “BUIDXe 

se ysn{ pue ‘ose suvak siax201 Ysitug Aq ape zzel oyu! SAe10. 
Aureus ayy 0 JUdISIUIWAI JO 140s ‘aquasap O3 Japsey AeM aie sAn3 
aSeU] UasURIIG OPSIG UMO S,ydvag BUOT SI BIUIOJje> WO. OS] 


"00} BuIZUIS Pood “dq UD IsIP SaN|q B se assaaip Se 
qNoge pur ‘Buluays!| ZuNsasaqul JO} aye sauN) Jo A@UeA YW “poos 
SE ISCLU|e puk ‘UIBA WROD BU Ul O13 weMod IY8N B SI puRq ayy 
“AaIsSaiduu! SOW AY) aE IVY SAUO I141Da/e 343 S32! ‘ajAQs EIap e 
Ul S4equiNnU INSNOrZ jo aydnod e suuOped ay YsnoyYy ‘jeNUaIod 
JO [Bap yeaus & SMOYS BY ‘RILIOE> ‘YIVegq ad1USA Ie SuIARId 
% pe SIY peuocy sUIARH “|JaMOg VepP JaIIMBuUO0S-qsI4eIINS-sasuls 
q sseasy ay] 7g AouOPy ayy SI aseaje4 sanjg yeauZ JaQOUY 


yeuulM [224 y Aied 40 qnj> aduep e ul awoy az a3INb punos pynom 

puke ysijzuy ul ase soH4A| ay3 JO ASOW !puNOs AYSIU 31 SB ajqessarIeU! se 
JOU SI SIU JO |v “UOIssNd1ad |eI0] Aq paulo! sain pue suayAIZ Jo sunaxiW 
[Nyaneag \ “a4nseawW poos 10} ul UMOJYI JOWNY JUaseidiuwWoO seydeasnLy 

AW jo doyjop & yy ‘DIsnw jeuonipen pue sejndod ueisauopuy jo 

oqo Zulpueqs3no ue si ‘odoy uR[ef IDa!o1d sisnw UeIsauOpU] PUddaS 
s,eydeisny) seqety yeqes IsIj/EDOA pue a41leUIPIORIIXE ASISSeg “JOdS a2 WY 
aisnw ueadosng oe PUR URI ‘UsiaIsey sIppip,y JO Wesjewe snows} 
-skw tay yp “Saeed 404 AaljeA ay3 Ul a4ay 4ejndod ainb a1aM ¢ seydersny,| 

€ 8ujZzewe dy2‘aIe| JO SUOJ|AUa asa BUIINO} UDdEq JOU aa,A9y YSNOY | 


"dD ISU & 5,3! SABIaq G2 PuR}Y ‘ayJaIMes sejiey> 4eZIYy OH UdAe 
PUR JaD plakg ‘sdijjiyg Ppoy ‘uossapad quaH ‘asuy jo1eq epnjoul 
sIUusIaMAARaY JAUIO ‘saluUOWA4eY SNC@B1O3 puke sJUBWINAISU! [RIBAS 
UO UI! SYZIBM SIMA] SINE] aIJVSJBA BU} “ISD 4eIS-|]@ UB YIM PUY 
‘P2AlaDUOD 19339q 3q AJ2a4IIS Pjnod WNgje au ‘(j) Ulj4eg BuIA. 02 
PARBSEH BjJaf,j 0} BOsUOL |[Ig 02 AajURIS Ydjey Wo. ZuIMBUOS 
YUAA “UONNIOXe puke [elJaIeW Us YyI0g ‘asay eee SSE} P]LOAA 
‘sayiqnt Pepaee Ajayeludoudde aya yim Aressaaruue SUIPpaA LOS 
Sauaied siy ssiouoy WNZOY Woy BuP; UjOPUBW ;e207 j;MeY ea, 


SH31LUNH 
-QH3H 
SaHL 30 
UHNLAaH 
SH3LUNHOHYSH 


HAUUBELS 


OJ5I0 


HAULS 
O3O5I0 


SSuu5 
SHL 4 


ASUOW SHL 
T74aMOd LLaw 


UH IEE 
HHdHLSnw 
SHEYH HAYS 


3S" tle hee 
wnZOW WOL 


The Unband — Live at the Baystate Hotel 


There has been a renaissance of sorts of late at 
the Bay State Hotel in Northampton. Mal 
Thursday, former weekend impresario from the 
early nineties has taken over Monday nights at his 
old stomping grounds. The level of amusement 
has been raised a notch or two for the back to 
work day with the help of some rollicking shows. 

Most recently, The Unband graced the 
stage for the first time in many years. Since their 
‘94 pepper spray/nudity/multiple arrest melee, 
they've been scarce at this venue. Mixing materi- 
al from their upcoming release with their classic 
rock deconstructions they delivered their usual 
high energy set before self-destructing. Hopefully 
they can capture some of this mayhem on disc, 
but messrs. Matt. Mike and Eugene have to be 
experienced live for it to all make sense. 

Ghosts of Bay State Cabarets Past: 

November was a particularly fruitful 
month at the Bay State. Some Monday night high- 
lights (not the Pats whuppin’ Miami) included the 
triple bill of the Strippers, the Whores and Better 


Check ‘em out... 


Wise alec’s guide to valley music 


Than Sex. The show stoppers (literally) were the Whores, led 
by a feather boa encased, glammed-up Mal Thursday himself. 
Powered by the Unband’s Mike Ruffino on guitar. they 
launched through a set of Stooges-ish rock. drunkenly culmi- 
nating with MC5's “Kick Out the Jams” — trying to plug the PA 
back in after the bartender pulled the plug... that is rock n’ 
roll, my friends. 

Other recent highlights were the double bill of 
Architectural Metaphor and Iron Elf. The Elf have been an on 
and off again band for a long time. but never fail to deliver 
year after year. They combine a slick Santana jam style with 
spacier elements. sounding at times like some early seventies 
German acid band. While on the German acid subject, there's 
Architectural Metaphor. A trio of female drummer/vocalist. 
guitar and keyboards (a trove of old Moogs), ArcMet have 
escaped from their spacey and drifting roots to come up with 
tighter and heavier pieces. Still very much ‘space rock’. kind 
of like Stereolab, but more twisted. Also kind of fun to 
watch... go baked. Connolly Ryan provided some spontaneous 
poetic ramblings between sets — scatalogical meets drunk 
intellectual? 

Other murky memories... | think | saw the Playmates, 
although they said they changed their name. (Playtopia?) 
Definitely a fun band, and Mike Flood is always entertaining. 
Also brings the right crowd out (the only people who look for- 
ward to Monday night after-hours parties). 

| also have some vague memories of a triple bill of 
Tim Dunn, Zeke Fiddler and Wank Factor 7. Tim and Zeke 

played solo acoustic sets, with Zeke getting some drum sup- 
port from J Mascis on a couple of tunes. Wank delivered a 
sonic assault. different from their previous show at Pearl 


Street in May. Consisting of J. Kurt from Gobblehoof and Paul 
from ArcMet, they were augmented by a female synth player and 
an occasional screaming vocalist. Less introspective with J on 
drums instead of guitar. it came off like a supercharged Sonic Youth. 
Mike Watt came over after his Iron Horse show to check it out and hang. 
Continuing Monday fun... | saw some of the Mitchells just before 
deadline, and they are definitely the ticket for fans of WAMH rock. 
Indie-true but pop friendly, they sound similar to the mid-90's 
Northampton band Lumber, using the same voicings and chords that 
have delighted indie fans for years (at least since everyone decided to appropri- 
ate Mission of Burma’s early 80's guitar stylings as their own). Due to cancella- 
tions, they had the night to themselves, and were able to stretch out comfortably. 


Future mayhem that will have already gone down by the time you read 
this: the return of valley legends Free Press in their original form. and the Steve 
Westfield Slow Band (anyone remember the mayhem Steve has perpetrated at the 
Say State with PSD?) 

As | reread this, it's really hard to believe that all of this (except for the 
Unband) happened on Monday nights. So. when someone is bitching about 


i i ‘em: i d. 
there being nothing to do... tell ‘em: get yer-ape,qu! oe Pape ee" 
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December 1st was a very special night for the Boston rock 
scene. WBCN, the longtime flagship station for the Boston area put 
ona rock n’ roll party that many people didn’t find out about until it 
was too late — and are still kicking themselves. 

Similar to WHMP’s Snow Show, the Xmas Rave was a veritable 
blizzard of performances. The talent line-up was a bit mind boggling 
— eliciting comments such as “They can’t really be playing” and “Are 
they just making this up?” and other similarly confused reactions. 

Let’s look at what went down first: Hole opening for Garbage 
at the Orpheum; Cherry Poppin Daddies and Squirrel Nut Zippers at 
the Roxy; Liz Phair, Love and Rockets and Big Bad Voodoo Daddy at 
Avalon; Monster Magnet and Local H at Bill's Bar; Marcy Playground, 
Amazing Royal Crowns and Fun Lovin’ Criminals at the Middle East 
(Stuttering John graced the upstairs stage); Rancid and Less than 
Jake at the Music Hall; Placebo and Zebrahead at Mama Kin; Cake, 
eels and Guster at the Paradise; Soul Coughin, Propellerheads and 
Everlast (formerly House of Pain) at Karma; Better than Ezra at TT the 
Bears... the town was awash in a myriad of rock personalities, ram- 
pant ego and expensive champagne. 

Most of these shows had sold out ahead of time, and the lack 
of full access laminates forced us to limit our jaunt. Local H’s sound- 
check was first, loudly pulsing punk/pop/ska that pumped the crowd 
for Monster Magnet at Bill’s. Popped next door for a bit of Everlast. 
They’re not really House of Pain anymore, but the lead singer 
fronting a jazz-ish band. Like Medeski, Martin & Wood on a Beastie 
Boys trip, the stand up bass and trap drums lent a smoky jazz feel to 
the set. A welcome surprise. 

A bit of the Propellerheads (DJ only) and a little walking 
round in circles looking for Soul Coughin until we realized it was 
Monster Magnet showtime. ‘Crop Circle’ from this year’s Powertrip 
kicked off the evening and the swirling mayhem was underway. 
Augmented by new addition Phil Caivano on rhythm guitar, Dave 
Wyndorf was freed of continuous guitar responsibility, and was able 
to more freely...umm, express himself. Relying on the new album fair- 
ly heavily, Monster Magnet plowed a sonic furrow deep and planted 
the seeds of psychedelic madness. Their thunderous assaults on pro- 
priety are a little more refined with Phil helping out, and the crowd is 
a bit more mainstreamed this time ‘round, but the essential message 
of Monster Magnet still shines through. The crowd was packed to the 
rafters, transfixed and transported through a crack in reality. This 
warping of reality is their strength, and the world is starting to listen. 
Backstage swarmed with activity, from British mag Kerrang doing a 
photo shoot for album of the year to Courtney Love et al breezing 
through after Magnet’s set for a hello. 

The amount of talent on display (ok, maybe Fun Lovin 
Criminals don’t exactly have talent...) was almost overwhelming. Like 
CMJ in New York, you have to plan on catching fifteen minutes here 
and there of everyone to sample it properly. Make every effort to get 
down the Pike next year, ‘cuz this is an event that is worth the trouble. 

— carwreck debangs 
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DEC 1. 4-7 PM Group Show 
Herter Gallery, UMASS 

Got there at 6 PM and the buf- 
fet was already gone. There were two 
openings. The gallery on the left was a 
solo show - Michael Coblyn: Icons, 
Myths & Legends. Paintings, drawings 
and collages were displayed. The classic 
subjects of male and female icons (Adam 
and Eve, Kings and Queens) and their 
relationships made up most of the sub- 
ject matter, with the artist putting himself 
and his wife into those roles in some 
pieces. 

The other part of the gallery 
had a group show (4 artists) entitled 
After Nature. None of the artists were 
present and at least two of them are 
represented by New York galleries. 
Dozier Bell displayed three large-scale 
black/gray paintings with alchemy sym- 
bols etched on them. April Gornik 
exhibited two large-scale, yet minimal, oil 
landscapes. Frank Moore displayed 
three fascinating, surreal, well-executed, 
visionary paintings that | enjoyed looking 
at. Catherine McCarthy showed 
three interesting works which incorpo- 
rated elements of collage. 


DEC 3.4-6 PM Group Show 
Galiery 1, Thornes 
Northampton 

This exhibit featured work by 
members of the Anchor House of 
Artists. It included work by artists with 
mental health consumer/survivor/ex- 
patient affiliations. | was impressed with 
the scope of the work. The series of 
Mike the Cat by Genevieve Burnett 
contained some wonderful imagery. The 
buffet was rife with cupcakes and other 
sweets, as well as grapes, seltzer and 
cider. 


DEC 3.5-8 PM 
Alan James Robinson 
Fish & Wildlife, Hadley 
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This was a really interesting 
opening. Most of the works were water- 
colors of fish painted on U.S. Geological 
Survey Maps. Alan James Robinson 
was at the opening demonstrating his 
technique and talking about his recent 
travels to New Zealand and Africa. 
There were many prints and other things 
to purchase. | wish | had thought of the 
idea of painting on those maps first. He 
had one map from Montana on which he 
painted an Indian, and another from an 
island in Maine that had a lighthouse on 
it. The buffet had a few cheese wedges 
and crackers left, as well as some cider. 


DEC 5. 2-4 PM Bobbie Turnbull 
Forbes Library, Northampton 
Here we had a collection of 
pleasant watercolors, based on still life, 
seaside landscapes, and some local scenes 
by Bobbie Turnball of Leeds. A small 
painting of some Red Adirondack chairs 
was our favorite. All of this was compli- 
mented by a lavish buffet with several 
kinds of cheese, a pineapple, and wine. 
This was a well-attended reception with 
many of the artist's friends in attendance. 


DEC 5. 2-4 PM 
Brooke Catherine Aldrich 
Burnett Gallery 
Amherst Library 

Brooke Catherine Aldrich 
showed oil-based media on a variety of 
surfaces. Her three most recent works 
were possessed with an inner light. Most 
of the works were portraits. Aldrich 
invited the viewer to change the names 
of the work if desired. The buffet includ- 
ed Gouda cheese, cantaloupe wedges, 
chips and salsa, soda and cranberries. 


DEC 5. 4-6 PM jim Schiesinger 
A.P.E. Gallery, Thornes 
Northampton 

This collection of Photographic 
Diptychs and Landscapes was quite good. 
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Most of the photos were really interest- 
ing, including a picture of a city in Italy 
and some landscapes from Utah. The 
technical skill needed to photograph a 
body of work like this was evident and 
impressive. 


DEC 5. 7-9 PM Rebert Floya 
Dharma Arts, Northampton 

This is a new gallery in town, 
down near Raven Books. From 
Haymarket ! went to the opening. The 
show consisted of well-done pho- 
tographs, several of egrets. The buffet 
included fine chocolate and two selec- 
tions of wine. 


There were a bunch of openings on the 6th, 
but | wasn’t feeling well so | missed them. 
They were Simone Alter-Muri & Nanci Streit 
at William Blizzard Gallery, Springfield 
College, Andy Adams at the Mill Street 
Gallery in Greenfield, Mark Ricker & Kevin 
Leger also at the Mill Street Gallery, and 
David Fleming at Nacul Center Gallery in 
Amherst. 


DEC 7. 4:30-6:30 PM 
jason Bourque 2 Ryan Keene 
Student Union, UMASS 

This was a two-person show in 
the sense that both artists were showing 
in the same gallery at the same time. 
Jason Bourque was exhibiting some of 
his works under the title “Strange 
Animals From the Basement of a Natural 
History Museum.” They were mostly 
intricate drawings of fantastic beasts. 
They were done in the style of 18ch cen- 
tury lithographs - very curious. Ryan 
Keene was exhibiting work under the 
title: “Significance of Surgeons." His 
work was very gory. There was a line of 
“soap-on-a-rope” babies hanging on the 
wall. Each one was cast in a different 
color. Both of these artists used con- 
structs and a wide array of media, includ- 
ing found objects. This is the kind of 


work which, if exhibited in New York 
City in 1958 would have garnered them 
both long happy productive careers in 
the Jasper Johns - Robert Rauschenberg 
tradition. 


DEC 7. 5-7 PM iXatina Papson 
Augusta Savage Gallery 
UMASS 

| arrived too late to see 
Katina Papson’s performance, but 
those who did see it said it was very 
good. She also had a construction in the 
gallery with slides being projected on it 
which you were invited to look at closely 
even if the slide projected on you. 


DEC 7. 5-7 PM Peter Hutchins 
Augusta Savage Gallery 
UMASS 

This was one of those openings 
that catches you by surprise and makes 
you feel glad you went. Peter 
Hutchins used a digital pin hole camera 
to take a bunch of digital photos which 
he then edited together into a comput- 
erized video slide show which was pro- 
jected on the wall. This is the kind of 
work { love. It uses the current technol- 
ogy in a new way to produce works of 
art and lines of creative speculation 
which have hitherto been unexplored. 
What we the viewer are given is a new 
visceral experience. The visuals created 
by the pin hole camera were very ether- 
ic, very new, and very interesting. Art 
deals on a fundamental level with light, 
and in this sense we were shown a new 
way of using light to create art. | was 
very impressed with this opening 
because it cuc through the popular per- 
ceptions of art and revealed an individual 
who had devoted considerable thought 
and time on a concept which he believed 
in. This is the mark of a great artist. 


DEC 8. 4-6 PM, Sherid Adam 
Modern Dynamism 
Wheeler Gallery, UMASS 

It was indeed a pleasure 
to attend this opening. Sherid 
Adams is one of the most fasci- 
nating artists of our day. It is 
because artists of his caliber live here 
that Northampton may well be the # 
small art town in America, and not 
because of any specific gallery that 
an artist displays in (see related book 
review on next page). It was a plea- 
sure to see a good portion of 
Sherid’s art together in one place. 
These few scant lines are not the 
place to describe his singular artistic 
vision, or detail his place in art histo- * 
ry as a painter and a thinker. 

The opening was very 
cool because once you settled 
down after being Wowed by the art 


you could step back and take it in slowly. 
You could watch people come into the 
gallery and be startled, taken aback, 
shocked, or delighted. It was all very 
positive. Anyone who fancies him/herself 
a patron of the arts would do well to 
become acquainted with Sherid’s work. 


Galleries come and go. One of my favorite 
former local galleries was the Naked Art 
Gallery which was curated and owned by 
William Duffy. Duffy is an accomplished 
artist and sculptor. On the lawn in front of 
the Northampton Center for the Arts you 
can find one of his sculptures consisting of 
three perfect stone spheres resting on a 
smooth plane. | saw many great shows at 
the Naked Art Gallery - Chris & jillian Babb- 
Cheshul, Douglas Weathersby, Benjamin 
Spencer and Ben Adams to name a few. 


DEC 10. 4:30-6 PM 
Smith College 

This was one of those open- 
ings that only large museums or Ivy 
league schools can pull off. There was a 


gentleman seated in the corner playing a | 


harp. There was a rich lavish buffec with 
crystal punch bowls. And of course 
there were many priceless artifacts from 
the Renaissance. 


DEC 11. 5-7 PM, Group Show 
Pahana Gallery, Northampton 

This was Pahana Gallery's fifth 
Anniversary Juried Group Show. The 
exhibitors were Keith Hollingworth, Lila 
Valone, Heather McQueen, Chris Gentes, 
Jesse Ferriter, Kate Winchell and Dan 
Hathaway. This opening had a dadaist 
feel to it. 

Minimalist Keith 
Hollingworth exhibited a number of 


his recent works. He has removed the 
brush stroke of the artist in a cool and 
calm manner, so that what remains is an 
idea and the implementation of that idea. 

Lila Valone exhibited a few 
well-done mixed media works and a 
painting of Graves Farm in Williamsburg. 

Heather McQueen exhibited 
a small watercolor of the woods in 
autumn. It was awash in yellow - which 
she explained is how the woods looked 
that day. The leaves in the trees were 
yellow, the ferns on the ground had 
turned to yellow, and the pine needles on 
the forest floor were a dull ochre. 

Chris Gentes exhibited a fes- 
tive silk screen painting of the Calvin 
Theater. He will have his first one-man 
show at the gallery in March of 1999. 

Northampton’s own Jesse 
Ferriter was also selected for this juried 
exhibition. He exhibited a large heavily 
layered Turner-esque oil painting. 

Kate Winchell exhibited a 
few drawings and acrylic paintings. 
Minimal in content, but not intent, her 
work possess the timeless beauty of the 
early Cubists. 

Dan Hathaway exhibited 
some nicely executed small cityscapes of 
Boston. He will be exhibiting at the 
gallery in April. 


NEXT MONTH: More reviews and 
commentary including a review of the 
Dadavision Live show at the WWII Club 
and a closer look at the art kiosk on 
Main Street. Until then, see you on 
Opening Night... 
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A NIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR 
Jewel Kilcher 
HarperCollins / $15.00 


Jewel “Who Will Save Your Soul” Kilcher 
Is a poet. 

(and she knows it.) 

She rambles and scrambles for the 
Write words, 

and finds them in 

a night without armor. 


Enough of that. 

A poem review of Jewel's book sure SOUNDED like a good 
idea. but alas, ! was wrong. 

Jewel's A Night Without Armor is commendable: | found it 
to contain some of the most interesting poems I've read in a while. 
My single criticism with Jewel is that in a few verses. | got the feel- 
ing she may have been pushing herself to sound ‘like a poet.” But 
not to worry, flowery phrases and obvious attempts to sound deep 
were a Scare occurrence. 

My favorite poems were the ones recalling Jewel's child- 
hood growing up in Homer, Alaska. Pieces like “After the Divorce.” 
“Crazy Cow, and a heartfelt tribute to her brother Shane. called 
“Goodness,” were the ones | read not once. not twice. but thrice. 
Love - lost and found - was also a recurring theme. Often times. 
instead of thinking up titles, she simply used the name of the place 
where she wrote the poem, anywhere from “Red Roof Inn, Boston,” 
to “Tai Pei” to “In The South Of England Somewhere.” 

Jewel's keen ability to describe vivid scenes and feelings 
was the’best part of the collection. 

A Night Without Armor is well worth the time; whether 
you're a rabid Jewel fan already, or you're just ready to try some- 
thing different. 

- Aundria Theocles 
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THE 100 BEST SMALL ART 


TOWNS IN AMERICA 
John Villani 
John Muir Publications / $16.95 


Villani is che travel columnist for the Santa Fe 
New Mexican and the art scene reporter for the 
Albuquerque Journal. His book lists Northampton as the 
#1 small art town in America. Coincidentally the second 
best small are cown in America is Villani's hometown - 
Santa Fe. The book includes a list of all the “Art Spaces” 
in Northampton. According to the book these art 
spaces are: “Hart Gallery, Michelson Gallery, Pinch 
Pottery, Words & Pictures Museum, Mt. Holyoke Art 
Museum, Smith College Museum, Coffee Gallery, 
Northampton Brewery, Del Raye Bar & Grill, Spoleto, 
Fire & Water, JavaNet, Bart’s Nightclub, Club Metro, Fire 
& Water Cafe, Martini’s, Wiggin’s Tavern, Black Sheep 
Cafe, and Baystate.” 

First off, of the twenty, two aren’t even in 
Northampton (Mt. Holyoke College - South Hadley; 
Black Sheep Cafe 2 ad aaah Three of the twenty are 
restaurants (Spoleto, Martini’s, Del Raye). No mention of 
the restaurant Amanouz Cafe, which not only has art on 
the wall, but openings as well. 

Two of those mentioned are commercial art 
galleries: Hart and Michelson, and one is a retail pottery 
and crafts store - Pinch Pottery. Two museums are on 
the list. Smith College Museum which has a huge Frank 
Stella in che basement gallery - a must see. The Words & 
Pictures Museum is the best art space on the list - they 
continually have great artists like Mark Bode, Joe Kubert 
and Jeff Jones. They really strive to give us something 
good to look at. 

Northampton Brewery is about as much an art 
space as Hugo's. The only art hanging on the wall are 
promotional ads for beer. Baystate has a few paintings 
that have been on the walls forever, but it’s hardly an “art 
space.” By that definition the Salvation Army and 

oodwill are art spaces because they have some old 
paintings for sale leaning against the back wall. Club 

etro is a nightclub, but ic does have some trippy black 
light paintings on the walls by Bode. | haven't Feed over 
to Wiggin’s Tavern lately so | don’t know what's happen- 
ing over there. 

There's no art at Javanet unless you go on-line 
and look at an artist's website. Villani lists Fire & Water 
and then Fire & Water Cafe. Must be a typo. There are 
a lot of spoken word and music performances there, but 
not too many art openings. | called the Coffee Gallery 
and the woman who answered the phone said that 
pers a retail gourmet specialty food and coffee shop 
and definitely not an art gallery. She says she wasn't 
contacted by anybody from the book, and doesn't know 
why they were included. I've never heard of Bart's 
Nightclub. Maybe they were referring to Bart's Ice 
Cream Shop on Main Street which is exhibiting some 
rather nice looking cows by Ali Crolius. 

Not mentioned were the Center for the Arts. 
Pahana Gallery, Just Because, Dharma Arts,Arts & 
Industry, Forbes Library,A.PE. Gallery, or Baczek Gallery. 
| had a good chuckle reading the book. | don’t know 
who seriously thinks that Northampton is the #1 small 
art town in America. It’s not even the #1 small arc town 
in Massachusetts. But who cares. As far as the rest of 
the country is concerned we are #1. Slap it on your 
resume and don’t ask questions. 

- Matson Jones 
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The Disposable Man 
Archer Mayor 
Mysterious Press / $22.00 


I recently had the opportunity to speak with 
Archer Mayor, author of the popular Joe Gunther 
mystery series, at his home in Newfane, 
Vermont. We talked about his newest book THE 
DISPOSABLE MAN. the ninth book in the series, 
and the series in general. 


THE DISPOSABLE MAN features Lt. Joe Gunther of 
the Bratileboro Police Department. Vermont's 
Bunscale, its woods, as well as surrounding 
towns, figure as strongly in his stories as some 
ofthe characters. This time a quarry yields a 
body which results in a trip to see the CIA, while 
a sexually mature ginko tree back up at 
Windham Hill helps keep Joe's investigation 
moving in this, the most action-packed book of 
the series to date. Joe gets attention fram orga- 
nizations of all kinds, the CIA and Russian mobs 
included, none of which are benign. 


Marie Waechter - How is it that the Russian mob 
came to town? 


Archer Mayor - Well, that was stim- 
ulated from the two poeple | dedi- 
cated the book to, Bob Backus and 
Leete Eckstrom. Bob was a local 
pisicsan and an old friend. He and 
go way back due to my EMS work: 
I'm the Captain of the the Rescue 
Squad; | have about 25 poeple on 
the squad and we cover 100 square 
miles. By state law we have to have 
a medical director. and Bob was our 
director until he got sane and decid- 
ed that this was one less thing he 
was going to do. During those 
years we bonded big time, and have 
remained friends ever since. Well 
he said | had to talk to his old friend 
Leete. because he’s a retired CIA 
guy... 
MW - So there's a local CIA connection? 


an - This place is crawling with the 


MV - Just as in the book. 


AM - That's right. The book is about 
organizations: Joe in his organiza- 
tion which turns on him: the John 
Rarrick character who once inhabit- 
ed an organization and tried to 
leave it but its garbage caught up to 
him: and the Russians; and all the 
various characters that are men- 
tioned. 


MW - What about Gail? She's finally established 
in the state attorney's office. Her whole office 
tums on her. She's shut out completely. That 
struck me as a little harsh. 


AM - Well. it's a harsh world, and 


when ning ae wrong... As sad 
ironies would have it. if a police offi- 
cer, for example. is suspected of 
some wrongdoing. oftentimes the 
people who will turn on him the 
quickest are his brethren. 


In case anyone is wondering, Gail is Joe’s long- 
term sometimes live-in girlfriend. And how they 
navigate their relationship is one of the more 
addictive elements of these mysteries; 
grownups who are still changing. In this current 
book, Gail moves out to have space in which to 
deal with her own professional crisis but ends 
up involved in Joe's world in a very surprising 
way, with her carrying a gun -- something | 
never expected to see! 


AM - This was an extreme situation 
and people were pushed. 
Remeraber at one point when Gail - 
is sitting on the roof, reloading the 
ammo clip, she asks Joe that ques- 
tion, “Is this what it's all about?” 
She's on the verge of some major 
decisions. You'll have to stay tuned 
to see what's ahead for her. 


MW - In a recent issue of VMag we ran a profile 
of gangs in the Valley that generated a lot of 
interest. In one of your recent novels you have 
Asian gangs coming up Interstate 91. and | 
remember thinking at the time. Come on. Asian 
gangs in Brattleboro? This couldn't be the 


Brattleboro | know. Could you comment on that? — 


AM - Sure, it doesn’t touch us after 
all. Asian crime is usually visited 
upon Asians. 

| got the story about the 
Asian crime book from an interview 
with an intelligence officer with the 
Vermont State Police. My question 
to him was, “What do you see on the 
horizon that concerns you right 
now?” He said, “Asian crime. My 
reaction was just like yours. | 
thought he must be kidding. | 
mean, Vermont is the Whitest state 
in the union. Well, that got a con- 
versation going. It also got a series 
of interviews going that was 
probobly bigger in scope than any 
other book I've written. I’ve talked 
to dozens and dozens of poeple on 
this subject. from INS to the Border 
Patrol. to Customs, to the R.C.M.P. 
up in Canada, and on and on down 
the alphabet soup of federal, state 
and municipal agencies. 

The poet was in the pud- 
ding. Several weeks after the book 
came out. there was a small flurry 
of Asian activity — home invasions 
and whatnot — in the Lebanon, 
New Hampshire area. | started get- 
ting phone calls from journalists 
asking me how it was | knew that 


this was going to happen. 

There was also a big knife 
fight in Brattleboro, so it’s there. 
True, | took some creative license by 
making Vermont the turf on which 
two gangs duke it out. whereas tra- 
ditionally it's New York or L.A. 


MW - But is does underscore the reality that 
crime and things like drugs are coming up? 


AM - Absolutely. 


MW - One of the issues we're going to touch on 
in this and the next issue is street life. 
Increasingly. rather than a celebration of youth 
culture, its becoming hard-edged. Drugs and 
crime play a role in that. 


AM - Most of the kids I've talked to 
— and I'd like to write a kid or 
street/gang kid book at some point 
— say that life on the streets is shit 
but it’s just a little less shitty than 
life at home was. You have to con- 
sider that a lot of these kids come 
from miserable backgrounds. As 
part of my rescue work in EMS I 
get to visit what human beings do to 
one another. In this bucolic setting | 
see enough nastiness to color my 
view. 


MW - In Northampton I'm starting to feel it. an 
urban edge, coming up from the south. 


AM - Urban crawl is heading north. 
and south. Going back to The Dark 
Root book (an earlier Joe Gunther 
mystery); it’s an upside down 
underground railroad: There's also 
a lot of stuff coming down from 
Canada. 


In this most recent book alt the trouble comes 
from out of town, but Joe tradtionally deals with 
cases of a more local nature. Archer Mayor has 
a way of bringing us all the 

darkness from 
Vermont's hard- 
scrabble way of 
life, 
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COMICS AREN’T JUST 
ABOUT SUPERHEROES 
ANYMORE: 

Comics now host a wide variety of 
subject matter, from travelogue and 
autobiography, to crime drama and 
historical fiction. Indeed, while most 
of comics’ audience outgrows the 
super-powered costumed fantasies, 
that audience is finding excellent 
entertainment in more down-to- 
earth fictions. In all cases, the titles 
reviewed here are included because 
of their high quality of writing and 
graphics art, as well as for their 


street-life subject matter. 

Life on the street in comic 
books traditionally means a quick 
one-shot of an unidentified pedestri- 


~ an on the sidewalk, about to be 


caught under falling buildings. The 
following are not traditional comic 
books. These are written, illustrated, 
and published often by one single 
artist, rather than by the writer/pen- 
ciler/inker/colorisveditor/publisher 
team-effort that goes into most big- 
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name color comics. These titles deal 
with the lives of the common folk; 
no super-powers, just lots of bills to 
pay. 

Many of these comics can 
be found at, or obtained through, 
your local comic book retailer. 
Sadly, many retailers are slow to spe- 
cial-order, and if this should prove 
true for you, please write directly to 
the creators/publishers listed below. 


KANE is a good, solid, stay-with- 
you police story of realistic city 
employees (male and female), crimi- 
nals (petty and bigtime), and Kane, 
the cop who killed his partner in the 
city of New Eden. Solid characters, 
from the mayor on down to a man 
in a rabbit suit. Strong dialogue and 
striking artwork by Paul Grist. 
Available from Dancing Elephant 
Press, 207 Marcliffe Road, Sheffield 
S64HA , England. 


AMERICAN SPLENDOR. 


by Harvey Pekar, chronicles Pekar's 
life, loves, blues records, daily hospi- 
tal orderly work, and appearances on 
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David Letterman (really). Written by 
Pekar in an often dry and ironic 
tone, and illustrated by a repertoire 
of artists. Recent issues are pub- 
lished by Dark Horse Comics, 10956 
SE Main St., Milwaukie, OR 97222. 


BOX-OFFICE POISON 


chronicles the lives of six friends, and 
the fight of The Old Cartoonist to 
regain some measure of respect, 
recognition and renumeration from 
The Corporation that is making mil- 
lions from his creation. Well-told 
and succinctly drawn by Alex 
Robinson. Antarctic Press, 208 West 
23rd St., Dept 1616, New York, NY 
10011. . 


JUN X, tough lady bounty hunter, is 
falling for a smalltimer with a story 
of big bucks and bad enemies. 
Tightly written, sharply drawn crime 
drama from Brian M. Bendis. Early 
issues from Caliber Comics; new 
series from Image Comics, or check 
out www. jinxworld.com. 


David Latham's 


from American} §JRAY 
Splendor: 
Odds & Ends 


BULLETS 
uses violence 
and reaction to 
violence to 
underscore the 
lives of very 
readable charac- 
ters in intense 
situations, from 
the street-level 
lives of an inno- 


cent-gone-bad in the hopes of 
impressing his bad-girl-gone-smart 
new love, to the far-flung fantasies of 
Amy Racecar aka Little Virginia. 
From El Capitan Press, POB 351508, 
Los Angeles, CA 90035. 


KEYHOLE packs 10 stories in 


28 pages, in American Splendor tradi- 
tion, several written/drawn by a 
Splendor alum. Personal journal 
entries and observations, including a 
travelogue from the streets of 
Bangkok. All pack a punch in a vari- 
ety of art styles by writer/artists 
Dean Haspiel and Josh Neufeld. 
Keyhole Comics, 626 East | 4th St., 
#11,NY NY 10009-3321. 


SATURDAY NIGHT's 


writer/artist Anson Jew draws exact, 
graceful, evocative and deeply com- 
municative cats, and expressive 
human faces as well. Several short 


stories focus on human relationships; 


all chance 
encounters in 
the suburbs of 
contemporary 
Detroit. The 
writing is well 
paced, the dia- 
logue and situa- 
tions realistic. 
Xeric Award 
winner. Write: 
POB 1625, 
Novato, CA 
94947-1625. 


from Stray | 
Bullets #1 f& 


Terry Moore’s 
STRANGERS IN PARADISE 


is the story of Katchoo, Francine, and 
David, friends —close friends— 
across thirty years’ living, art, mob- 
ster-politics, discovery and loss; emo- 
tionally deep, smoothly and beautiful- 
ly drawn, excellently worded. From 
Abstract Studios, POB 271487, 
Houston, TX 77277 / 
SIPnet@aol.com. 


JUNK YARD 
ENFORCER by Josh 


Sheppard, is set on the really 
poor side of town, 1930's, 
where a tough, bright kid at 
the bottom of the criminal 
ladder begins to work his 

way up. Harsh language — 
with a feel for the times as real 
as Kitchen Sink’s Kings in Disguise 
or The Spirit reprints— but never 
with the hope anyone like the Spirit 
will appear to save the day. Boxcar 
Productions, POB 50641, Pasadena, 
CA OILS. 


InKINGS IN DISGUISE, 


a boy on the run in 1932 California 
meets up with a railroad bum, and 
hoboes it to Detroit in time for a 
workers’ march against the Ford 
Company Dearborn plant and the 
subsequent riot. Evocative art, and a 
well-told Ist-person narrative of dis- 
covering self-esteem and self-reliance 


IT'S OKAY, 


YOU DID THE 
RIGHT THING. 


in hard-times. Written by James 
Vance and drawn by Dan Burr. 
Available from Kitchen Sink Press, 76 
Pleasant St., Northampton, MA 
01060 / www.kitchensink.com. 


Will Eisner has been creating street- 
level stories since the 1940s. 
Perhaps best known for his comics 


hero, THE SPIRIT, Eisner has 


created a series of street scenes in 
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the 
following 


graphic novels: 

INVISIBLE PEOPLE, 
THE DREAMER,A LIFE 
FORCE, A CONTRACT 
WITH GOD, THE 
BUILDING, (and, most recent- 
ly) FAMILY MATTERS. 


All of Eisner’s work, including The 
Spirit, focuses primarily on ordinary 
people at extra-ordinary moments in 
their lives. Stark, bold artwork per- 
fectly compliments Eisner’s sharp ear 
for conversation and his deep sym- 
pathy for the human condition. All 
of these titles are available from 
Northampton's Kitchen Sink Press. 
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SQUATTING 
MOVEMENT| 


° 
“A Tuppence for 
Father Fuck.” 


LONDON,I972. 
Ineeded a place 
to. live, cheap. 


-{ Try squatting inan¥ 


abandoned house.!) 


Squvotiers Flipped A defrocked Polish 
out all+the time. | priest wandered 
-the streets Solicit- 
ing donations for 
flipped-out squatters. 
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Syn penne ele My ves Olga,vishes 
only Thi toha 
good father pil eee = = = steal McA 


| a a 
English neffer- 
touch. Do Ameri- 
cans touch 7 


Aoldroom 


Islept ina cellar 
until T got myown 
SQUOF. 
| It’s Cyril's = aa 


Behind his bacK,we 
called him Father 


| covets Cyril's room. 


Later T learned he'd 
been orrested For 
Slaughtering goats to 
celebrate the equinox. 


{One night I set out | | Aneighbor heard 
‘to get asquotof | | me trying To break 
my Ow? im. 
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Like a latter-day Jekyll 
+Hyde, I made my 
alleyway escape. 


Help, police ey Help/ 
Squatter /Help. 
/ — 


Mom, b 
aon don's great. Tin | ml é 
squatting ? ra 1 Le XPE nse , con 
are yery (OW. © €OF | doy and age in Lon 


S3ti 
prusse Se tem cheats O indoor plump; 


y you. Did 
or Yabout Facthe 
Fuck 2? He's a. 


Have you ever heard 
of the Squatting 
Movement ‘2 -— 


TI ended uprenting 
QAroom im & SQUaT 
for $1.25a week. 


Later, when my letfer 


yeached home. 


"BROTWER, CAw YOU SPARE A Dime? 


or, HOW TO CORRECTLY IDENTIFY AND CATOGORIZE YOUR LOCAL MOOCHER. 
brought to you by the SIANIDARD DESIGN COMPANY 


Did you hear me? | 
was the one who asked 
you if you could spare 
some change the other 
day. The reason it was 
hard for me to tell 
whether you heard me 
or not was because you 
walked by me really 

uickly with your head 

own, and didn't make 
eye contact. It's funny, 
because it wasn't like 
there was a big loud 
truck driving by or any- 
thing. You just seemed 
like you couldn't hear 
me. Weird. 


The Musician 
Identifying 
Characteristics: 
has a message; mistak- 
enly thinks you care. 
Reason for 
Mooching: 


wants to expose a 
whole new generation 
to “American Pie", 
so they can 
hate it, too. 


The Solicitor 


Identifying 
Characteristics: 
clipboard, begins every 
encounter with a 
cheery "Good Day!", 
glossy 8x10 photos of 
dead people 
Reason for 
Mooching: 
secret desire to inflict 
guilt upon the disinter- 
ested masses. 


The Insane 
Identifying 
Characteristics: 
yell alot (generally at 
cars and you), try to 
kiss girls on the hand, 
bad haircuts, know “all 
about the secrets” 
Reason for 
Mooching: 
see "Identifying 


= Te) 


ele 


Youth 
Identifying 
Characteristics: 
pierced face, big 
pants, bored, hates 
you. 
Reason for 
Mooching: 


pizza. 
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The Physically 


Peculiar 
Identifying 
Characteristics: 
random body part either: 
A. inflammed 
B. crippled 
C. missing 
D. in the wrong place 
Reason for 
Moc hing: 
Wish to heighten the gen- 
eral awareness of the dis- 
abled; scare little kids. 


Characteristics", above. } 


The Career 


Mooch 
Identifying 
Characteristics: 
makes up weird story 
about needing to call 
girlfriend collect, bro- 
ken nose, opening 
line: "Hey, Bro!" 
Reason for 
Mooching: 


it worked once? 


Aey, 


The Gothic 
Identifying 
Characteristics: 
black clothing, wear 
nicer shoes than you 
do. 

Reason for 
Mooching: 
need gas money for 
mom's Volvo wagon for 
the drive back home to 
Connecticut. 


gnarled fingers with a 


http://www.javanet.com!/~mediocre 


The Blind 
Beggar 
Identifying 
Characteristics: 
cloak, top hat, 


surprisingly strong 

grip, seerlike knowl- 

edge of your future 
Reason for 
Mooching: 


mead. 


Legitimately 
Poor 
Identifying 
Characteristics: 
They're poor. 
Reason for 
Mooching: 
They're poor. 


SWEETHEARTS 
OF REY THEM: 


A Valentine’s Day 
a 2 Speetacular 
oh “Shoe ’ 43 ‘ as SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
oy Teckel Tar iiseran imayea Kobe i } 4 2:00 P.M. 
re ee A tha Academy of Music Theater 
{ sso Man All seats $8.00 im advance. 
800 THE Uo NetSee: ‘ ay : $10.00 al the door 


SS THE NORTHAMPTON ARTS: 

COUNCIL PRESENTS AT THE 

ACADEMY. OF MUSIC THEATER AND 
THE GALVIN THEATER 


POUR SUNDAYS 
IN ee 


the f 
All Seals $5 00/Injadvance; Hint 
‘ eo the 9 of ths International 
STOO ahh ls Children’s Fil Festivals 


O i A} 
KidsBestlest 
The Bestof the 
International Children’s 
Film Festival 
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 17-20 
All'shows al the 
Acavemy ot Music Theater 
All Tickats $3.00 - 


DALLY 
la HAMPSHIRE 
2 \ GAZETTE 
we 


Se em ew 


See 


YOUTH oa 
EXCHANGE °99: 
From Hip Hop to Bebop 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
2:00 P.M. 
Al the Acadermy of Mas 


COMMONWEALTH 
REGISTAY OF HUASES 
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BIG BiTCcH, 


wa 
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Let me start out the new year by 
saying that Big Bitch is a Top. 

“Hey!” you might well respond. “Tell 
me something ! didn’t know!” So, | 
will! You all know which of you are 
Tops and which of you are Bottoms. 
and here. finally, is Big Bitch’s per- 
sonal list of Tops & Bottoms of the 
Valley: (No, Big Bitch didn't poll her 
readers to come up with these 
choices. She's not interested in 
finding out what you think. She 
wants to tell you what she thinks! | 
told you, shes a Top!) 


TOPS 


BEST BOOBS - BB, of course! 
(Luscious 34Cs with perky nipples!) 


BEST BOOTIE - Grace, the 
friendly, stacked, redheaded dancer at 
the Castaway Lounge in Whately 
(Round, firm & fully packed!) 


BEST BEAVER - Corner of 


Professionally Trained 


Troubadour 
Books, not a 
bookstore, but a 
force of nature 


Piercings by the Bearded Lady 


et poked! 


222 State Street 
4135 SSO OS8S2Z9 


VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIALS 
Strange Sexual Practices - Dr. lwan Bloch 
ove-Life in Nature - 2 volumes 
Sexual Symbolism - A History of 
hallic Worship 
Vocabula Amatoria - A FrenchiEnglish 
Dictionary of Erotica 


McKinstry & 
Sherbrook, 
Chicopee. 
SERIOUSLY! 
The folks on 
this corner 

} have a giant 
we're valk 
-8 feet high! 
carved wooden beaver in their front 
yard. Check it out! 


BEST BAKER (PIZZA) - Don't 
waste your time with most of the 
stuff that’s passed off as “pizza” in 
the Valley. Fiead straight to Mount 
Holyoke's Blanchard Cafe for Chef 
Jeff Sadowski’s “Pizza of the Day,” 
made from a secret recipe passed 
down by Jeff's Italian grandma. 


BEST BAKLAVA - Blue Moon, 
Amherst. Starbucks is okay, but this 
artistic cafe with a Middle Eastern 
flair makes the best coffee BB’s ever 
sipped. Best falafel, halvah, and bakla- 
va this side of Istanbul. 


BEST Bi-BIM-BAP - Gohyang, 
Rte 9 in Hadley. Kick-ass Korean 
food and service with a smile. BB’s 
favorite dish? The onomatopoetic 
“Bi-bim-bap.” 


BEST BOYS - 
Sisters’ 
Convenience 
Deli, Rtes 5 &10, 
Hatfield. Not 
only is the food 
great (check out 
the ham salad 
sandwiches), but 
go around noon, 
and you can also 
feast your eyes 
on all sorts of 
hunky guys. 
CLbans to Grace 
or this tip!) 


WIN uo}dweyyoN 


5 minutes north 
of Northampton 
on Routes § &10 
(413) 247-3028 


BEST BOY (GARCONY) - Liam, 


at the Green Street Cafe. Attentive, 
cute, and although he knows every- 
thing about every delicious dish, he'll 
only tell you if you want him to. (Of 
course, you'll want him to!) 


BEST BAUBLES (BEDROOM) 
- Intimacies, Northampton. Toys 
galore! Plus dildos in a size, shape 
and flavor for everyone! 


BOTTOMS 


WORST WHITE BREAD 
(BAGELS) - Dunkin’ Donuts. The 
competition in this category was 
fierce, but these are the pits! Maybe 
someday this Valley will get a good 
bagel. Until then, see you at H&H. 


WORST WEASEL (LAW 
ENFORCEMENT) - Officer 
Roach, South Hadley. This guy goes 
out of his way to make sure you 
have a bad day. 


WORST WHITE GIRL 
(DEAD) - Princess Di. A stupid 
life capped by an even stupider 
death. Go, Charles & Camilla! 


WORST WIMP (LOCAL 
POLITICIAN) - Danny 
Szostkiewicz, Boy Mayor of Holyoke. 
This was also a difficult choice given 
the largely brain-dead political class 
that is running this Valley to the 
ground. Danny wins, however, for 
his transparent stupidity and 
unvarnished greed. 


WORST WHINER - The guy who 
runs the Marketplace Cafe in 
Thornes Market. You know him. 
He's the one who scowls at you 
when you walk by, just in case you 
were thinking of sitting down at one 
of his tables without buying anything. 
BB always makes a point of doing 
just that! 


WORST WONKS (LOCAL 
NEWS) - All of them. We can only 
hope that both “News 40” and “22 
News” will have their licenses pulled 
by the FCC. Public service? Forget 
it! These bozos spend more money 
on their promos than they do 
reporting the news. 


WORST WANK SHOP - Adult 
Video Store, the former “Topless 
Coming Soon", now no-name estab- 
lishment, Rte 9, Hadley. Gross! 


Hank you very much 


Dear Meathook. 

| read your review of Hank 
Schlinger’s One More invention in VMag and 
loved it! It is great to have an expert opinion 
match my own about his CD. | want to thank 
you for taking the time to listen to Hank’s 
music and to write such a review. | know 
that this will help Hank in his further promo- 
tion of the CD. 

Please pass on my thanks to your 
editor also. Your magazine is just what the 
Valley needs as it shows a strong commit- 
ment to supporting local talent. 

- Julie Riggott. Springfield 


Suherly you jest 


Greetings: 

That was a great and thorough 
article covering the Property Czar Suher... | 
Personally think the guy is scum. Anyway... 
an interesting note on his attorney Steven 
Weiss: You do know that he serves as a 
Bankruptcy trustee? Could it be that Mr. 
Weiss has a conflict of interest? 

I felt so badly for the couple who 
nearly lost their home to the Czar. He is also 
somewhat of a coward and a brute. avoiding 
interviews and the like. | would have loved 
to have heard his reply to this question: “With 
poor wages and high rents. who will be 
around to be serviced?” There is already an 
exodus happening. and before we know it 
Downtown will be the “Dead Mall” of 
Northampton. 

On another note | have been read- 
ing VMag since your first issue and I really 
enjoy it, but | especially enjoyed the depth of 
this article. It was informative and extremely 
well written! Keep up the good work. 

- Email 12/15 


His next purchase: Rogaine 


Dear VMag. 

| found your article on t-shirt 
magnate, etc, etc, Eric Suher very interest- 
ing. However I am forced to take slight issue 
with your depiction of him on the cover of 
VMag: He is so much balder than that! 

Take it from someone who's seen 
him up close without that damn baseball hat 
he wears all the time! 

- Email 12/17 


Yes, VMag hates everyone 
(eq ually), or: 


ee the White of day 


Dear Editor: 

Having missed your controversial 
ariicle on Valley gangs. | am dumfounded by 
how a supposedly objective article on gangs 
can be both “racist” against blacks and 
Hispanics and “anti-White™ as well. 


SS ) | 


; 


Judging from your hostile 
remarks to both letter writers. this begs the 
question: Does VMag hate everyone? 

| was especially intrigued by the 
first writer's atlegations of “Jewish media 
control.” Rather than take these allegations 
as the ramblings of a paranoid extremist. | 
decided to check the facts out for myself. 

| went straight to the National 
Alliance web site (www.natvan.com) and 
printed out their ‘Who Rules America?” arti- 
cle. | took that article to a large university 
library and compared the names and posi- 
tions with people actually listed in a number 
of Jewish publications. Although | 
didn't have time to compare all the names, 
the ones I did, did in fact check out as 
authentic. 

If being a CEO or a high ranking 
executive in a major television, movie, 
newspaper or magazine publishing company 
counts as “control.” the 2-3% Jewish minority 
in this country seems to have an awful lot of 
controlling interest in the media. 

For expressing an apparent state- 
ment of fact. you attacked the writer as 
“white trash” with a “hallucinary fixation.” 

The second letter was even more 
interesting. The writer, an apparent “civil 
rights” activist. accused you of committing a 
“hate crime’ for writing an article on gangs 
and mentioning that non-white gangs some- 
times recruit white kids in heavily white 
areas. 

| find it utterly amazing that sheer 
words, according to this writer. have been 
outlawed. As an ardent defender of the First 
Amendment and believer in American ideals, 
| am utterly astonished that white people — 
such as the writer of the first letter — are 
now prohibited from saying certain things. 
Opposing the second class citizenship of 
“Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action” or 
questioning the open-border immigration 
polices which self-styled “pro-White” 
activists say is changing America for the 
worse is now illegal? 

The writer quoted a number of 
“hate crimes that in fact were the supposed 
criminalized expression of thought. The 
thought of it is very ironic that an activist for 
“civil rights’ would actually be in favor of the 
criminalization of speech, perhaps the most 
basic of all civil rights. | am beginning to 
wonder if the whole language of “civil rights” 
is in fact the language of George Orwell's 
1984, where “war is peace,” “freedom is slav- 
ery.” and “ignorance is strength.” 

Since the writer brought up the 
whole issue of race and crime. specifically 
the subject of “hate crimes.” | did some more 
research which | think would interest your 
readers. Since there seems to be a lot of 
confusion about what constitutes a “hate 
crime. let's exclude “crimes of the mind™ 
and “crimes of thought” and limit ourselves 
to interracial crimes which actually cause 
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physical harm or property loss. 

Charley Reese. writing in the 
November 5, 1998 edition of the Orlando 
Sentinel. exposed a few facts about interra- 
cial crime that seldom get exposed in the 
mainstream media. He writes: 

“If there is a race war going on. as 
some black intellectuals have contended. it‘is 
being waged by blacks against whites ... 

“(In 1994) there were 100 rapes 
committed by whites against blacks but 
20.204 rapes committed by blacks against 
whites. As for robberies, 7,031 involved a 
white perpetrator and a black victim while 
167,924 robberies involved a black perpetra- 
tor and a white victim. 

“White assaults of blacks were 
49,800. but black assaults of whites were 
431,670. In the category of all violent crimes. 
only 55.301 involved white perpetrators and 
black victims: 572,458 violent crimes involved 
black perpetrators and white victims.” 

Reese goes on to say. ‘This huge 
disparity between white-on-black and black- 
on-white crime is the elephant at the tea 
party that both the press and the federal gov- 
ernment pretend they can't see.” 

Even more amazing is that the 
disparity of these crimes is actually under- 
stated by the FBI's own record keeping, The 
government, in what may only be described 
as Affirmative Action data collection. actually 
groups crimes committed by Hispanics as 
crimes committed by whites. This thereby 
inflates the white numbers while listing 
Hispanics as a separate victim category. 
Hence. a Puerto Rican attacking a Cuban is 
listed as “white on Hispanic’ and a Mexican 
attacking a black is listed as “white on 
black.” Likewise, many crimes listed as 
“white on black” are actually Hispanic on 
black! 

All these are facts. as far as | can 
tell. yet according to the logic of a recent let- 
ter writer, simply bringing these largely 
unknown facts to the light of day is in itself a 
“hate crime” — not a crime of violence or 
something intended to hurt anyone. butina 
very eerie sense, a “crime of the mind.” 

While | oppose blatant acts of 
racial supremacism and vicious acts of big- 
otry — when practiced by persons of any 
race, color or creed — | do not think that 
while people have a monopoly on hatred and 
hate crimes: especially crimes of interracial 
violence. As I've discovered from my 
research, some of the white “criminals of the 
mind,” as smeared and maligned as that 
group sometimes is, seem to have at least 
some of the facts on their side. 

Email 12/30 


NEXT MONTH: STREET LIFE, 
Part 2 (Prostitution, ete.) and 
a surprise. Available the 
week of February 22. 


‘Tyust need a little SPACE" 


We've all been there: You get a great idea, need to remember a phone number, have to sketch 
something, draw a map, write down a lyric... and there's no paper anywhere. The next time this 
happens, help will be as close as a copy of VMag. Through issue 13, Larien Products (a great little 
Northampton company) will sponsor this ‘creativity page.” Now, when you get hit with a 
brainstorm or just need to put something down on paper, grab the nearest writing implement 
and a copy of VMag and GO WILD! 
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2 , s Pioneer Valley Vendors for the Bagel Biter®: 
Different Drummer, Northampton, ¢ Bruegger's,Northampton, ¢ Bed, Bath & 


THE ORIGINAL BiGhL GUILLOTINE 
Beyond, Holyoke Crossing, * Brookstone, Holyoke Mall, * Lechter's, Holyoke Mall, BROU port PO YOU BY 


Peterborough,NH, * Brown & Roberts. Brattleboro, VT, « H. Greenburg & Sons, 


The Chef's Shop, Holyoke Mall, *« Your Kitchen, Keene, NH, * Cook's Complements, l Q p | f fl 
Bennington, VT Bie. 


>. 7UP Cae 


‘ » 


a . 4 oe c. wes es. ae 
iss Matheny 4 Te Seat 
OUN (5 Entertainment | 


| MEGA-MAGAZINE MODEL oil Vz : 
APPEARING ~~ , J oes 
JANUARY 27-30 Bem oF \ Fon | 


500|NEW) LUDLOW) RD! SOUTH HADLEY MA 413- 532- 3621 OR 538: 6969 
| =. 


' 29 Pleasant Street 
Northampton 
584.6762 


(a) , | 
= Pleasant Street Video: Your Ticket to New Worlds 


- 5 
. +¢ 


7), 
oie 2 ° 
oo on 


, i. ae 
NEED A BATE 


| FOR VALENTINE’S DAY? | 
BRING HOME MORRISSEY | 


FOR JUST $13.99 


ALWAYS 
) BUYING & 
TRADING 


MOROCCAN & 
MEDITERRANEAN 
CUISINE 


Breakfast, Lunch 
and Dinner 


Turkish Coffee 
Daily Specials 
Beer and Wine 


USED CDs 


French Rendez-Vous 
Every Thursday at 8:30pm 
Relax and speak French 


SUNDAY thru THURSDAY 
8:00am to 10:00pm 
FRIDAY and SATURDAY 
8:00am to 11:00pm 


B-SIDE RECORDS 
273 Main Street Northampton 
443-586-9556 www.b-siderecords.com 


44 Main Street, Northampton, MA 
413 585-9128 


oe a 


OPEN DAILY 


| LUNCH, DINNER &TAKE-OUT — yY- 


mM 18 Main Street 
Northampton 582-1888 


FREE DELIVERY 
Minimum of $10 
Northampton, Florence, Hadley 


Delivered to your door 
me coupon per pizza 
| | No other coupons or specials apply 


ANY PIZZA, 
ANY SIZE, 
gt OR ALL 
- PPINGS 

LOONAR Soon 


Good until 2/28 
BAG russell st. PIERCING ee . 11. with this cou ein = 


: 584-7777 


Im ! 

* . nas 
why take a chance 

modification experts 

polessional F somewhere else? | 

riendly stai ib Tees 

¢ full fet of ” F / Se 

niobium, gold and 3 ei 


stainless steel jewelry 


* extreme body 


tuesday-friday 3-8 
saturday |- 
sunday |-6 


